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Runners-Up – 1966/67

Northern Premier League:
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RUNCORN LINNETS - MATCH PREVIEW

Good evening and welcome to the Swansway Stadium for this evenings Division 

One West match against Runcorn Linnets. We would like to welcome all the 

directors, staff, players and supporters associated with Runcorn Linnets this evening.

The Dabbers host league football at the Swansway Stadium for the first time since 

26th August on Tuesday night, as we welcome Runcorn Linnets.

Just a Linnet

After a play-off finish in this league last season, Runcorn are a little bit off that this term, sitting 

11th in the league on 7 points. However, like the Dabbers they have 1 or 2 games in hand 

over all the teams ahead of them due to cup involvements. If they were to hypothetically 

win both of those, they would be 2nd.

They’ve only lost once in their last 8 games in all competitions, and that was in an FA Cup 

replay to National League North side Chorley. After several high scoring games earlier in the 

season, things have settled slightly, and Runcorn haven’t scored more than once in their last 

5 outings, only keeping their first league clean sheet in their last match but one against 

Stalybridge. They drew 1-1 with Hednesford away in their most recent game.

Last Time Out

The Dabbers and Linnets have only met once before since their formation in 2006 after the 

demise of Runcorn FC, latterly Runcorn FC Halton. That meeting was in the Cheshire Senior 

Cup in January 2017, with Nantwich coming out 2-1 winners' courtesy of goals from Joe 

Mwasile and Steve Jones. This will be the first time they have visited the Swansway Stadium.

Players to Watch

Two of Runcorn Linnets’ top scorers will be very familiar names to Dabbers supporters. Ryan 

Brooke played for Nantwich in that 2016/17 season when we visited Runcorn, and Will Saxon 

also featured for the club between 2019 and 2020. Both have 3 goals so far, along with 2 

other Linnets players, proving how much they are sharing the goals around.

In goal will be Bayleigh Passant, a shrewd signing after a couple of very successful years at 

Marine, the peak of which saw him keeping goal against Jose Mourinho’s Tottenham in the 

FA Cup.

Match Information

Online tickets available from the website. Commentary will come from The Cat Radio if you 

can’t make it this evening.
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RUNCORN LINNETS – BRIEF HISTORY IN TIME

Season League POS PL W D L GF GA Pts

2018-19 NPL 1W 6/20 38 22 6 10 69 50 72

2019-20 NPL 1NW ABAN 27 10 8 9 41 40 38 *

2020-21 NPL 1NW ABAN 8 4 3 1 15 11 15 *

2021-22 NPL 1W 4/20 38 23 7 8 72 39 76

2022-23 NPL 1W 5/20 38 18 9 11 58 38 63

* 2019-20  & 2020-21 Season both curtailed due to COVID-19

LAST 5 LEAGUE SEASONS:

CLUB INFO
Club Name:  Runcorn Linnets F.C.

Year Founded:  2006

Club Nickname: The Yellows or Linnets

Current Ground: APEC Taxis Stadium

Current Manager: Billy Paynter 

CUP HISTORY
NWCFL League Cup: Winners – 2013

FA Cup:  3rd Qualifying – 2013/14, 2021/22

FA Trophy:  2nd Round – 2022/23

FA Vase:  3rd Round – 2008/09, 2017/18

LEAGUE HISTORY
NWCFL Premier Division: Champions – 2017/18



RUNCORN LINNETS - HISTORY

Runcorn Linnets were again pipped to promotion from Pitching In Northern Premier 

League West Division in 2023, narrowly losing its Play-off Final for a second 

successive year.  

Linnets could indeed be described as the 'nearly men' of 2022-23 as they were 

runners-up in the Liverpool Senior Cup (reaching the final at the first attempt) and 

beaten semi-finalists in the Cheshire Senior Cup, as they had been in the previous 

season.  

It was an eventful end to the campaign in many ways with Billy Paynter taking over 

as manager for its last six weeks. Billy was appointed boss in March 2023, stepping 

up from first-team coach upon the dismissal of Dave WIld, who had only taken 

charge in the summer 2022 having managed Mossley and been assistant at 

Matlock Town. 

Things could easily have spiralled out of control with major disruption at such a 

crucial time but Billy called on all his professional-game experience to swiftly put 

things back on track.  

After falling to Vanarama National League club Altrincham in the Cheshire Cup, 

Linnets also found themselves up against higher-grade opposition in Liverpool FA 

final.

Backed by a magnificent following of 1,500 fans, Runcorn were beaten on penalties 

by NPL Premier outfit Marine at Widnes (after a 0-0 scoreline over 90 minutes).  

The Crosby club had already edged out Linnets in the 2021-22 promotion race by 

winning the Play-off Final 2-1 at Runcorn's APEC Taxis Stadium.  

The 2022-23 Play-off Final followed a similar pattern, although Linnets were this time 

the away side. They took an early lead at Workington, just as they had against the 

Mariners 12 months earlier, before again succumbing by the odd goal in three.  

But this time it took extra-time to separate the teams in only the eighth match in 

charge for Billy Paynter.  

Prior to joining Linnets backroom team for 2022-23, Billy had worked in the 

Academy set-ups at Everton and Port Vale, also representing the latter as a player. 

He had hung up his boots with close to 500 EFL appearances to his credit, serving 

clubs also including Swindon Town and Brighton & Hove Albion.

He now has the job of preparing for the 2023-24 season with interest in the club at a 

new high. The amazing response to the Liverpool Cup final followed a 1,080 crowd 

for the November 2022 defeat of eventual champions, Macclesfield - the biggest 

attendance for a league match on the Runcorn ground. 



RUNCORN LINNETS - HISTORY

Billy has as his deputy Jamie Rainford, who continues in the position of player-

assistant manager to which he was appointed ahead of the 2022-23 campaign. 

At the end of 2021-22, the club had said fond farewells to manager Calum McIntyre 

as he left to take command at Chester FC. His final match in charge of Runcorn had 

been the Play-Off Final against Marine, which took the aggregate attendance in 12 

years at Linnets' stadium past 100,000. Tickets for the 1,600 sell-out final, this a club 

and stadium best attendance, were the hottest in town. 

It was also a delight just to be able complete the season after two Covid-curtailed 

campaigns. In his 22 months at the club, Calum had forged a strong bond with 

Linnets.  

Another significant happening in the 2020 close season had involved the 

departures of Linnets' long-serving management team of boss Michael Ellison and 

assistant Matt Cross plus the retirement through injury of influential player and club 

captain, Kyle Hamid.  

Only Matt Atherton (313) has made more appearances than Kyle's 261 with Ellison, 

Mark Houghton and Rob Whyte the only other double century makers. (Our 

appearance figures include games played in the seasons abandoned because of 

the coronavirus pandemic, although playing records for these two campaigns have 

been officially expunged). 

Ello and Crossy had been in charge since summer 2016 after both playing for the 

club and were assured of legendary status at Linnets on account of their on-field 

service and managerial achievement in bringing the club its first championship 

success.  

They had also overseen Runcorn's first two seasons in the NPL after promotion as 

North West Counties League Premier Division title winners of 2017-18 - Linnets putting 

the disappointment of multiple near misses firmly behind them.  

After three runners-up finishes in the previous four seasons, promotion was finally 

clinched on April 28th 2018 on the 12th anniversary of the club's foundation. The title 

was secured on May 3rd 2018 with a 5-0 home victory over Blackpool-based 

Squires Gate. This long-awaited league crown was captured with two matches to 

spare and 100 points – a club record 122 league goals being scored over the 44 

games with 36 conceded. 

The club enjoyed a very creditable introduction to Northern Premier League life in 

2018-19 as members of its West Division. Until the 2021-22 season, this was the only 

NPL programme, which Linnets had been able to complete because of coronavirus. 

They eventually missed out on a play-off spot on goals difference. 



RUNCORN LINNETS - HISTORY

For the two aborted seasons, Linnets had competed in the North West Division after 

geographical reorganisation. But as more far-reaching changes saw the creation of 

a third NPL division at Step 4 for 2021-22, they reverted to membership of the West 

Division.  

Linnets have come a long way since being founded in 2006 by supporters of former 

national non-league champions, Runcorn AFC after a traumatic end for the old 

club. The initial aims had been to bring the successor Linnets back to Runcorn and 

establish the club as one of which the community could be proud.  

Both these ambitions were achieved with the club still in its infancy. The stadium in 

the Murdishaw area of Runcorn, opened in 2010 with the project having been 

supported by Halton Borough Council, the FA and Football Foundation as well as the 

club and its fans.  

Winter 2017 saw the completion of a replacement £1.4 million clubhouse as part of 

wider redevelopment of surrounding land with retail and leisure facilities. At the 

same time, pitches outside the stadium were fenced in for use by the Linnets' 

numerous junior teams with the club also signing a new long-term lease for the 

extended site with Halton Council.  

Runcorn Linnets Football Club was born after Runcorn AFC had intimated it would 

not be in a position to field a team beyond the end of 2005-06 season. Upon leaving 

town in 2001, the now defunct club had suffered a troubled and nomadic existence.  

An existing Supporters Trust was remodelled to run Runcorn Linnets, whose identity 

was derived from Runcorn AFC's nickname. The new club spent its first four years 

playing home games as tenants of Witton Albion FC at Wincham Park, Northwich - 

gaining promotion at the first attempt to the top division of the North West Counties 

League under the management of Steve Carragher, who had been the 

predecessor club's last team boss.  

Victory against Formby in the NWCL Challenge Cup final in 2012-13 brought a first 

winners' trophy for the first team. Former Runcorn AFC player, Joey Dunn was the 

then manager.  

Paul McNally is another "old boy" of the original club to have managed the new 

with Steve Wilkes at the time of his appointment being the only manager not to 

have had any previous Linnets connections. Calum McIntyre, Dave Wild and now 

Billy Paynter have since joined that particular "club". 

Wilkes had in 2009 led the Linnets to their first ever final, only to be beaten to the 

League Cup by New Mills at Tameside Stadium, which would be the scene for the 

club's triumph in the same competition four years later.  



RUNCORN LINNETS – PLAYERS & STAFF

Ones to Watch

Ryan Brooke

Ryan made a very popular October 2022 return to APEC Taxis Stadium, after a brief stint 

at Warrington Rylands. His spectacular free-kick in the home victory against 

Macclesfield in 2022-23 was voted Linnets’ Goal of the Season by fans.

He had top scored with 34 goals in all competitions for Linnets in 2021-22, 25 in the 

league earning him the NPL West's Golden Boot award and a place in the division’s All 

Star Select XI.

Ryan is an experienced non-league campaigner, whose former clubs include Curzon 

Ashton, Altrincham, Nantwich Town and Mossley. He had started out at Oldham 

Athletic, chalking up 29 EFL appearances.

Bayleigh Passant

A summer 2023 signing, Bayleigh is in his second spell at Linnets, his first being a four-

month loan from Tranmere Rovers at the start of 2019-20, when the ink was barely 

dry on his first professional deal at Prenton Park. 

He has since gone on to make a name for himself at Marine, famously appearing in 

the Emirates FA Cup third round against Tottenham Hotspur after triumphing at 

Runcorn on spot kicks along the way. 

Liverpool-born Bayleigh also returned to haunt Linnets in the 2021-22 Play-off Final at 

APEC Taxis Stadium and was again our nemesis 

The Squad

 
Bayleigh Passant Sam Barratt Eden Gumbs

Jacques Welsh Harry Hagan Peter Wylie

Will Saxon Joe Lynch Ryan Brooke

Lewis Doyle Adam Moseley James Short

Josh Roberts Ryan Gibson Alex Perry

Sean O’Mahony Anthony Kay Kenny Brown

Levi Chiduku Max Woodcock
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Little over two weeks ago, local businessman and Nantwich Town FC supporter 

David Smyth took his first steps on a 192-mile Coast to Coast walk all in aid of the 

Crewe and Nantwich Cancer Research branch. 

David, who is one of the directors at the Crewe-based car dealer group & 

Nantwich Town sponsor Swansway Motor Group has raised a fantastic £11,174.50 

for his chosen charity, Cancer Research UK. Taking on the walk alongside his two 

friends, the challenge saw David start his walk in St Bees, Cumbria, before taking in 

views of three national parks – the Lake District, Yorkshire Dales and North York 

Moors, before finishing in Robin Hood’s Bay, North Yorkshire.

Speaking of the walk, David told us;

“It was a fantastic experience, getting to meet new people and take in the 

beautiful views of the English countryside, all whilst raising money for an important 

cause.”

David’s most challenging days took place in the first week of the walk, tackling the 

highest peak and the longest day in succession. Making the 16-mile journey from 

Glenridding to Shap, this is saw the group take on lots of hills, including Kidsty Pike – 

the highest peak – a 780m Wainright. The following day saw the group walk 20.5 

miles from Shap to Kirkby Stephen.

Initially setting his fundraising target at £1,000, David has been overwhelmed at the 

support he has received over the course of the challenge, raising over ten times 

what he initially set out to do. Before he’d even taken his first steps, David had 

received a number of generous donations, putting him at over £3,000 on the first 

day of the challenge. Amazed by the kindness of those who had donated, this 

spurred David on to raise as much money as possible, and since then he has 

added over £8,000 to the overall total.

Crewe and Nantwich Cancer Research UK Area Manager, Rebecca Graham 

commented;

“We are very grateful to David for his fantastic fundraising, it’s been wonderful to 

see the updates from the Coast to Coast walk and are astonished to see how 

much David has raised. We’d like to say a big thank you to David for his efforts.”

David added;

“I am overwhelmed by the support I have received over the last few weeks and 

would like to say a big thank you to anyone who has sent words of encouragement 

or has donated. Your kindness and generosity are much appreciated.”

SWANSWAY MOTOR GROUP CHARITY WALK





Nantwich suffered late heartbreak as Chester scored a 94th minute winner to 

progress in the FA Cup at the Deva Stadium. 

A largely uneventful first half gave way to a stronger home showing in the second 

but a spirited Nantwich comeback in a thrilling last 15 minutes.

The Dabbers were unchanged for the third game in a row and made a solid start. 

Elliott Whitehouse headed wide before Kai Evans curled a cross come shot that 

didn’t cause any danger.

The home crowd were getting noticeably frustrated, partly at some of the loose 

passing from their side, and partly at the indecisiveness of the near side assistant 

referee (more on him later).

Former Dabber Connor Evans headed straight at Scott Moloney before a better 

chance for both sides. Steven Hewitt, who isn’t afraid to shoot from range if it opens 

up for him, did so here and drilled it not too far wide.

Then at the other end, Chester’s captain George Glendon saw a shot from the 

edge of the box take a heavy deflection and just go past the post, Moloney was 

well and truly wrongfooted.

Early in the second half, good work in tight space from Hewitt and Paddy Kay 

ended up with Kay bending wide off his right foot.

The Seals had a noticeably strong bench and used it to good effect early in the 

half, particularly when Kieran Coates came on. He created another opportunity for 

Glendon who again had a shot narrowly miss the target, before a scramble at the 

corner saw Moloney eventually claim.

They were getting closer, somehow not going ahead when a ball across the face 

of goal wasn’t turned in. Kai Evans bent over the crossbar as Nantwich tried to 

respond to the pressure, but still it built. Kevin Roberts struck well from the edge of 

the box and a slight nick carried it wide of Moloney’s far post.

Okome sliced over his own bar via a touch from Moloney for another corner, from 

which Chester took the lead. It was met with a flying header from Harrison Burke 

which was what their improved performance had merited.

But Nantwich hit back. Paul Carden switched formation to shackle Coates and 

brought on Connor Heath on 78 minutes.

On 82 minutes, Charlie Caton hit the side netting when he might have doubled the 

lead.

CHESTER (FA CUP) – MATCH REPORT



Then, on 84 minutes, Heath equalised. Ahmed Ali on the left edge of the box stood 

the ball up to the back post for Heath to head magnificently past Wyll Stanway, 

who got plenty on it but simply couldn’t keep it out for the power. Cue delirium 

among the fantastic travelling Dabbers supporters.

Suddenly, it was the Dabbers who looked the most likely to win it. Heath found 

himself in space on the right side of the box and drew a good save out of Stanway 

with his legs. Byron Harrison headed over, then Heath was almost put through again 

but the ball just ran away from him.

At the other end came the crucial moment. A scramble in the box saw the ball 

squirm behind. Goal kick, corner, offside against a player who was involved but 

didn’t touch it were the claims. Eyes turned to that assistant again, who once more 

inexplicably did not make a decision and left it to the referee. Throughout, it was a 

staggering dereliction of duty that harmed both teams, not only rendering his own 

place in the game pointless but making the referee’s job significantly harder.

A corner was given, by the referee. And it provided the winning goal, after not 

quite being cleared it dropped for Caton to slam in in the final of the 4 added 

minutes.

The end of the cup run for the Dabbers, then. But a run full of brilliant moments, the 

late winner in the replay at Shifnal, the performance and team goal against 

Banbury and the elation of Heath’s equaliser here when those with green hearts 

could dare to dream once more.

Chester: Wyll Stanway, Joel Taylor, Declan Weeks, Harrison Burke, Matty Williams, 

George Glendon, Elliott Whitehouse, Connor Evans (Adam Thomas, 45), Tom 

Sparrow (Kieran Coates, 58), Kevin Roberts, Frankie Maguire (Charlie Caton, 66)

Subs not used: Billy Davies, Reece Daly, Ollie Heywood

Goals: Burke (75), Caton (90+4)

Nantwich Town: Scott Moloney, Joel Connolly, Perry Bircumshaw (Connor Heath, 

78), Nathan Okome, Troy Bourne, Scott Butler, Steven Hewitt, Ahmed Ali, Byron 

Harrison, Kai Evans, Paddy Kay

Subs not used: Dylan Thompson, James Speare, Mo Ali, Jacob Edwards, Lewis 

Sinnott, Ollie Holden

Goal: Heath (84)

Attendance: 2,162

CHESTER (FA CUP) – MATCH REPORT







NANTWICH TOWN – PLAYER PROFILES

SCOTT MALONEY  

Goalkeeper   05 FEBRUARY 2001

The 23-year-old shot stopper joined The Dabbers in the summer from League Two side 

Barrow. Maloney spent his youth career at Hartlepool and Bury before making the move to 

barrow where he made four first team appearances for The Bluebirds. 

 

TROY BOURNE

Defender   13 JANUARY 1998

Troy is a graduate from the Dabbers’ youth team, having impressed former manager Phil 

Parkinson in 2015/16 pre-season training. He spent much of the 16/17 campaign on a dual 

registration at Alsager Town but did make a couple of first-team appearances for the 

Dabbers. Troy is now the club captain and picked up four awards at the 2022/23 end of year 

awards night, including players’ player of the season and managers player of the season.

PERRY BIRCUMSHAW  

Defender   

Equally capable at centre back or full back, Perry joined the Dabbers early on in the 22/23 

season, initially on dual registration terms from Winsford United.

But such was the manner he impressed the staff at Nantwich with his performances, he was 

quickly signed up permanently in September 2022 and has become a fixture in defence 

since.

JOEL CONNOLLY   

Defender   19 NOVEMBER 2002 

The 20-year-old right-back is a product of the Burnley youth academy, making it to there 

under 21s before being released last summer.

In October, he joined Prescot and made 14 appearances for them before joining Paul 

Carden here at the Dabbers for the run-in to the end of the 2022/23 season.

NATHAN OKOME 

Defender   11 MAY 2001

The versatile midfielder started his career at Macclesfield Town, and has also played for 

other Cheshire clubs Sandbach, Knutsford, 1874 Northwich and Witton. The 21-year-old has 

made 6 appearances for Chorley this season, as well as having a loan spell at Glossop North 

End, where he made 12 appearances in all competitions up to the end of February.

LEWIS SINNOTT

Defender   04 MARCH 2004

After impressing in pre-season of the 2023/24 season, Evans was signed by The Dabbers after 

being released by Wrexham in the summer. Evans signed his first pro contract at the Welsh 

side in the COVID hit 2020 season and showcased his talents over the course of the following 

season when he topped the scoring charts in the National League Youth Alliance from 

midfield. In 2023 he left Wrexham to join Nantwich Town



NANTWICH TOWN – PLAYER PROFILES

MUHAMUD ALI   

Defender    08 JUNE 1994

He began his footballing career at ADO Den Haag in Holland where he played alongside 

Nathan Ake in their academy. He moved to England in 2014 where he represented 

Northwich Victoria in the First Round of the FA Cup against Northampton. Ali has since 

players for various non-league sides like Curzon Ashton and Southport before joining The 

Dabbers, with his brother Ahmed in 2023. Muhamud has represented Somalia eight times. He 

was awarded man of the match in their own FIFA World Cup qualifying win against 

Zimbabwe in 2019.

DYLAN THOMPSON   

Defender    25 OCTOBER 2002

A former Blackpool and Everton youth player who also had trials at Newcastle United, in 2021 

he left for the US and joined the San Diego Toreros, the soccer team of the University of San 

Diego in the extremely competitive world of the US collegiate sporting system, while also 

studying for a Business Management degree. The 20-year-old, 6ft 3 left footed centre-back 

also spent some time at Asheville City in North Carolina, who play in the 4th tier of American 

soccer, before then playing for UNC Asheville Bulldogs, the college team of the University of 

North Carolina at Asheville.

SCOTT BUTLER   ON LOAN FROM WREXHAM 

Defender    30 DECEMBER 2002

Wrexham-born Butler, who can play at full-back and centre-back, moved south to join 

Swansea in 2019 and represented them at Under-18s and Under-23 level before leaving in 

the summer.

The 20-year-old was on trial with Wrexham but was given a deal in October 2022 after 

impressing during his time at the club.  

He has been a key feature in the Reserve team, impressing at the heart of the defence, and 

was handed the number 24 shirt in Phil Parkinson's squad.

Scott has joined Nantwich on loan until January 2024 to gain valuable experience.

STEVEN HEWITT 

Midfielder   05 DECEMBER 1993 

Starting out at Burnley as a youth player, he made a few league appearances for the 

Clarets before moving on to Chester and Southport.

A spell at Accrington followed, before some time in Wales with both Bangor City and 

Aberystwyth either side of Hume City in Melbourne, Australia. Most recently, the 29-year-old 

has been at Wythenshawe Town, where this season he’s scored 3 times in 23 appearances in 

all competitions.



NANTWICH TOWN – PLAYER PROFILES

CASPAR HUGHES

Midfielder   09 JUNE 1993  

Caspar re-joined the Dabbers from AFC Fylde at the start of the 2017-18 season, before 

being named captain in January 2018 after the departure of Sam Hall. While Caspar is an 

excellent ball-winner in midfield and can also play at full-back. The midfielder was a highly 

rated prospect in the famed Crewe Alexandra youth academy before joining Nantwich, 

where he spent two solid seasons before moving on to Fylde. The midfielder helped Fylde 

gain promotion from both the Northern Premier League and the National League North and 

is regarded one of the better midfielders in the league.

SEAN COOKE

Midfielder   03 SEPTEMBER 1992

A productive attacking midfielder, A danger from set-pieces – especially free-kicks – Sean 

has a keen eye for goal and has proved that not only with Nantwich but at other clubs 

higher up the non-league pyramid. Sean, along with Caspar Hughes, was part of the AFC 

Fylde side that won promotion from the Northern Premier Division and has also played for FC 

United of Manchester. Cooke broke through into the Nantwich side at a young age and is 

the only player to start in all 3 Dabbers’ FA Cup First Round appearances. He has also won 

the Northern Premier League’s Young Player of the Season as well as making three Team of 

the Season appearances. 

PADDY KAY

Midfielder   

The Young midfielder impressed in the handful of games he played for Nantwich In pre-

season. However, after joining Warrington Town in the summer, he joined the Dabbers on 

loan to pick up some minutes in men’s football.

AHMED ALI

Midfielder   23 OCTOBER 1990 

Brother of Dabbers defender Muhamud, Ahmed was born in Somalia before moving to The 

Netherlands where he began his footballing career. In 2013 he moved to England where he 

continued to play football for Redditch, Bromsgrove Sporting & Halesowen before signing for 

Nantwich in 2023. Ali has also represented Somalia 8 times; He captained his country to their 

first ever FIFA World Cup victory when they beat Zimbabwe 1-0 in September 2019.

KAI EVANS

Forward   27 JANUARY 2004

After impressing in pre-season of the 2023/24 season, Evans was signed by The Dabbers after 

being released by Wrexham in the summer. Evans signed his first pro contract at the Welsh 

side in the COVID hit 2020 season and showcased his talents over the course of the following 

season when he topped the scoring charts in the National League Youth Alliance from 

midfield. In 2023 he left Wrexham to join Nantwich Town



NANTWICH TOWN – PLAYER PROFILES

BYRON HARRISON   

Forward    15 JUNE 1987

The 6ft3, vastly experienced striker has nearly 150 Football League appearances, the majority 

of which were during a successful spell at Cheltenham Town where he scored 20 goals in 94 

games between 2012 and 2015.

In more recent years, he also performed strongly for Barrow in the National League, scoring 

32 times in 67 appearances in 2 seasons that ended in 2018, before he returned in 2019/20 to 

help them gain promotion to the EFL.

Starting his career in non-league with clubs like Havant and Waterlooville and Boreham 

Wood, he earned a move to League 2 Stevenage in 2010, before spending time at AFC 

Wimbledon and Chesterfield as well as that run with Cheltenham.

In 2018, he returned to non-league, and has played for teams such as Sutton, Barnet and 

most recently Altrincham.

AJ LEITCH-SMITH   

Forward    06 MARCH 1990

Currently in his second spell at The Dabbers. Leitch-Smith brings a wide array of talent of 

experience to our forward line, he has made a living of scoring goals in the EFL and has 

represented teams like Port Vale, Crewe Alexandra, Shrewsbury Town and Morecambe. AJ is 

a local lad and is a great addition to the Dabbers side..

CALLUM SAUNDERS   

Forward    26 SEPTEMBER 1995

Currently in his second spell at the club. Saunders has been a consistent goal scorer for 

several years. He scored 29 goals in 75 appearances across his previous time at the Dabbers.

He was the Dabbers’ top scorer in the 2018/19 season and curtailed 2020/21 season.

Callum was most recently at Stafford, where he spent the 2022/23 campaign. The season 

before, he was joint third highest goal scorer in the NPL Premier with 18 goals.

Outside of the NPL Saunders made 27 senior appearances for Crewe Alexandra where he 

began his footballing career at a young age.







Nantwich Town are through to the First Round Proper of the FA Trophy after a 

dramatic win on penalties following a goalless draw with Bradford (Park Avenue).

In the first ten minutes, a quick Avenue corner caught the Dabbers napping, Scott 

Moloney was forced into a save with his feet.

Brad Dockerty almost split the Dabbers backline but his run through was ultimately 

stopped by Moloney who was alert off his line to claim.

It was a very stop/start first half, the referee happy to blow for a foul for a lot of 

minor things. The plentiful free kicks provided most of the action; one from Hewitt 

was curled across the defensive line but the flag went up for offside as the returning 

Dylan Thompson tried to force it in.

The best chances for both sides came in bursts of a couple. The Dabbers had 

opportunities first through Connor Heath shooting at George Sykes-Kenworthy from 

a narrow angle, Kai Evans saw his rebound blocked and Ahmed Ali could only 

shoot straight at the keeper.

Byron Harrison shot over after receiving the ball with his back to goal in the box, 

then it was Bradford PA’s turn to have chances in quick succession.

A deflected cross from the left looped over Moloney but was cleared by the 

Dabbers, not fully though as a shot came in and was blocked.

A PA FK was nearly OK for the lead but Ahmed Ali was sharp to slice a clearance 

away just before the end of a largely forgettable first half.

The second half was much the same. A Lewis Hey cross hit substitute Harry Colville 

in good space and bounced to Moloney rather than him taking a shot. A couple of 

half chances also came for Bradford via a cross that was not turned in and some 

good skill from Brad Dockerty which was wasted as he fired a shot over the bar.

Paul Carden said afterwards that he felt with 20 minutes go the game was destined 

for penalties, but there were a couple of times where that might not have 

happened. A Nantwich counter attack started by Perry Bircumshaw, moved on to 

Connor Heath and Kai Evans who went round Sykes-Kenworthy but shot wide as he 

was slightly off balance.

Evans later spotted the keeper off his line and went for the long range try, not 

getting under the ball and drilling it straight at the keeper.

Myles La Basitde came off the bench and strengthened the Avenue attack, forcing 

a good header behind by Joel Connolly, La Bastide heading over from the 

subsequent corner.

BRADFORD PA (FA TROPHY) – MATCH REPORT



Evans came the closest to scoring for the Dabbers, shooting once again from a 

narrow angle but this time it looked like it was sneaking in the near post were it not 

for a good save from Sykes-Kenworthy; Stevie Hewitt hit the side netting at the 

following corner.

That was that for the action so it went straight to penalties, a recent innovation in 

the FA Trophy to cut down on extra playing time.

It took 8 rounds of spot kicks to split the sides. Bradford took first and scored, then 

Sykes-Kenworthy saved from Kai Evans to give them the early advantage.

In the third round, Moloney dived to his right to save Will Lancaster’s effort, then 

Hewitt scored to level the shootout.

Moloney was on hand again with an even better save, from Colville’s attempt, as 

Paddy Kay then scored to put the Dabbers ahead.

Troy Bourne had the chance to win it but a fingertip touch from the keeper onto 

the post and an agonising bounce past the other post meant we went into sudden 

death.

The next 4 penalties were scored, until Lucas Odunston blazed over to give the 

Dabbers match point again.

Ahmed Ali stepped up and sent the keeper the wrong way to win it by 6 pens to 5 

for Nantwich and seal a place in the next round on the weekend of the 28th 

October.

Teams:

Bradford (Park Avenue): George Sykes-Kenworthy, Lucas Odunston, Jak Whiting 

(Myles La Bastide, 78), Mitch Lund, Gianluca Havern, Will Lancaster, Harrison 

Hopper (Harry Colville, 29), Simon Richman, Brad Dockerty, Jordan Preston 

(Chinedu Osadebe, 89), Lewis Hey

Subs not used: Zak Kersey, Danny King, Oli Johnson

Nantwich Town: Scott Moloney, Joel Connolly, Perry Bircumshaw, Dylan Thompson 

(Paddy Kay, 76), Troy Bourne, Scott Butler, Connor Heath (Eric Yahaya, 76) Ahmed 

Ali, Byron Harrison, Steven Hewitt, Kai Evans

Subs not used: Mo Ali, James Speare, Nathan Okome

Attendance: 256

BRADFORD PA (FA TROPHY) – MATCH REPORT







PITCHING IN NPL RESULTS & FIXTURES



PITCHING IN NPL STANDINGS



REFEREE: Joseph Pettitt
ASSISTANT REFEREES: Jamie Holmes, David Cooper

MAN OF THE MATCH SPONSORED BY:
NANTWICH REFRIGERATION SERVICES

NANTWICH TOWN RUNCORN LINNETS

MANAGER MANAGER

Paul Carden Billy Paynter

1 Scott MOLONEY 1 Bayleigh PASSANT

2 Joel CONNOLLY 2 Sam BARRATT

3 Perry BIRCUMSHAW 3 James SHORT (C)

4 Nathan OKOME 4 Jacques WELSH

5 Troy BOURNE (C) 5 Peter WYLIE

6 Scott BUTLER 6 Lewis DOYLE

7 Steven HEWITT 7 Adam MOSELEY

8 Ahmed ALI 8 Joe LYNCH

9 Byron HARRISON 9 Ryan BROOKE

10 Paddy KAY 10 Will SAXON

11 Connor HEATH 11 Eden GUMBS

12 Mohamud ALI 12 Harvey SAMPLE

14 Dylan THOMPSON 13 Josh ROBERTS

15 Eric YAHAYA 14 Mo Malumo

13 James SPEARE 15 Josh Elverston

16 Alex Perry


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40

