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CLUB HONOURS

LEAGUE COMPETITION:
Cheshire County League:

Champions – 1980/81

Mid-Cheshire League:

Champions – 1963/64

Runners-Up – 1950/51, 1961/62, 1964/65

Crewe Amateur Combination League:

Champions – 1946/47

Cheshire League:

Division One Runners Up – 1900/01

Shropshire & District League:

Runners-Up – 1891/92

Manchester League:

Runners-Up – 1966/67

Northern Premier League:

Div 1 South – Play-Off Winners – 2007/08

Premier Division Play-Off Final – 2008/09

CUP COMPETITION:
Cheshire Senior Cup Winners – 1932/33, 

1975/76, 2007/08, 2011/12, 2017/18, 

2018/19

FA  Vase Winners – 2005/06

FA Trophy Semi Finalist – 2015/16

FA Cup First Round – 2011/12, 2017/18, 

2019/20

North West Counties League Cup 

Winners – 1994/95

Mid Cheshire League Cup Winners – 

1961/62, 1963/64 

CLUB DETAILS & HONOURS



DUNSTON FA TROPHY - MATCH PREVIEW

It’s back to the FA Trophy for the Dabbers on Saturday as we host Dunston, who are 

making a 388-mile round trip to the Swansway Stadium for this Second Qualifying 

Round tie.

What Have I Dunston Deserve This?

Dunston, based in Gateshead and a 10-minute drive from St James’ Park in the North East, 

are in the NPL East, the same division as Liversedge, our opponents in the previous round.

But they are higher in that league, sitting 7th on 10 points, a place below their finishing 

position last season. They have defeated the current league leaders Belper in recent weeks.

However, in all competitions they are on a run of 3 defeats in 4 games. They were knocked 

out of the FA Cup by Ashton United and defeated Ashington in the previous round of the 

Trophy before losing to the very same opponent in their next league game 3-1 last weekend.

They have good pedigree in the FA Trophy; last season they knocked out Bamber Bridge on 

the way to the Third Qualifying Round for the third year in a row.

And like the Dabbers, their greatest day came when they won the FA Vase, doing so in 2012 

at Wembley.

Players to Watch

Sado Djalo and Jordan Lamb both have 2 goals in their last 2 games. Their top scorer and 

player of the month for August is Dale Pearson but he is out injured; others are stepping up in 

his absence. They also have 4 different players called Jack, time will tell if they are Jacks of 

all trades.

Match Information

The pre-match entertainment starts in earnest in the Atherton Lounge and bar area with our 

media partners The Cat from 1.45pm – Match Tickets are available online through our 

website and also on the gate.











Nantwich Town overcame a 45-place gap to upset Banbury United 2-1 to move on 

in the FA Cup.

A performance that was described by manager Paul Carden afterwards as 

‘outstanding to a man’, the Dabbers started on the front foot and stayed there 

throughout. Callum Saunders might have given them the lead after just 5 minutes, 

cutting inside wonderfully and drawing a fine save from Banbury keeper Jack 

Harding.

But it didn’t take long for Nantwich to strike, scoring after 9 minutes. Steven Hewitt 

floated in a teasing free kick that was met ahead of the keeper by Troy Bourne to 

nod in. It was almost a carbon copy of Saunders’ first goal against Liversedge last 

weekend, the Puritans perhaps not doing their homework.

The 2 teams traded a couple of simple shots on target, before Banbury’s danger 

man Ken Charles had his first pair of openings, the second was blazed over the 

cross bar from a good position.

With AJ Leitch-Smith not available, another forward blow came for Nantwich when 

Saunders was forced off after less than half an hour with an apparent knee injury, 

Kai Evans replacing him.

Connor Heath flicked a header wide before Bourne was found again by Hewitt in 

acres of space, this time he could only head straight at Harding.

Banbury did grow back into it and had a couple more openings before the break, 

Temitope Obadeyi struck into the side netting and then Louis Hall fired over, like 

Charles he was in a decent position.

In the second half, it got tighter with Carden subbing the booked Connor Heath for 

Joel Connolly, a change to shore things up in midfield.

But it was Connolly who spurned a massive chance to make it 2-0 just 5 minutes into 

the half. Evans did great things on the left to work some space and squared to 

Connolly who put it over the bar with the goal at his mercy.

Banbury then got a big chance to level, Obadeyi won a 50/50 with Nathan Okome 

and was in on goal, but Scott Moloney stood strong and saved well with his feet.

Then another big moment. Hewitt struck a fine free kick that looked goal bound 

were it not for a superb clawing save from Harding to keep it out. Then Connolly 

headed in on the rebound but was flagged offside from the initial free kick. 

Replays, including from supporters stood at pitchside, showed that Joel was onside 

when the free kick was taken.

BANBURY UNITED – MATCH REPORT



Byron Harrison and Aidan Elliott-Wheeler spurned chances for either side, but 

Harrison wasn’t done.

As the visitors piled forward, the Dabbers broke through some great skill from Evans, 

played it to Connolly and he found Harrison who took a touch and tucked in the 

second. It was 83 minutes and it looked like game over.

But Banbury got a lifeline just 2 minutes later as Bourne turned a corner unluckily into 

his own net.

That set up a tense finish, Harding made another good save to deny a third before 

Banbury dramatically saw a goal ruled out for a foul throw, the assistant ref 

indicating the player had planted his foot on the pitch while taking.

But Nantwich held on to upset a side 2 divisions higher and move into the Third 

Qualifying Round for the first time in 3 years.

Nantwich Town (2): Scott Moloney, Troy Bourne, Perry Bircumshaw, Ahmed Ali, 

Nathan Okome, Scott Butler, Paddy Kay, Steven Hewitt, Byron Harrison, Connor 

Heath (Joel Connolly, 45), Callum Saunders (Kai Evans, 27)

Subs not used: Mohamud Ali, Jacob Edwards, Lewis Sinnott

Goals: Bourne (9), Harrison (83)

Banbury United (1): Jack Harding, Jack Tompkins (Tyrell Skeen-Hamilton, 86), Jack 

Davies, Tai Fleming, Lawson D’ath, Ken Charles, Abdi Yussuf (Craig Hewitt, 65), 

Temitope Obadeyi, Emmanuel Maja-Asewu, Aidan Elliott-Wheeler, Louis Hall

Subs not used: Simeon Maye, Josh Barlow

Goal: Bourne (85, og)

Attendance – 415

BANBURY UNITED – MATCH REPORT





DUNSTON – BRIEF HISTORY IN TIME

Season League POS PL W D L GF GA Pts

2018-19 SL CEN P 17/22 42 13 14 15 53 55 49

2019-20 NPL 1NW ABAN 28 9 8 11 41 45 35 *

2020-21 NPL 1NW ABAN 7 5 1 1 13 8 16 *

2021-22 NPL 1E 6/19 36 17 3 16 67 60 54

2022-23 NPL 1E 6/20 38 16 12 10 63 50 60

* 2019-20  & 2020-21 Season both curtailed due to COVID-19

LAST 5 LEAGUE SEASONS:

CLUB INFO
Club Name:  Dunston FC

Year Founded:  1975

Club Nickname: The Fed

Current Ground: Wellington Road, Gateshead

Current Manager: Jon McDonald

CUP HISTORY
Northern Amateur Cup: Winners – 1977/78, 1978/79

Northern Comb Cup: Winners – 1983/84, 1986/87

Wearside League Cup: Winners – 1990/91

Northern League Cup: Winners – 6 times

Cleator Cup:  Winners – 6 times

FA Cup:  4th Qualifying Round – 2018/19

FA Trophy:  First Round Proper – 2021/22, 2022/23

FA Vase:  Winners – 2011/12

LEAGUE HISTORY
Northern Amateur League: Champions – 1977/78

Northern Combination: Champions – 1986/87

Wearside League: Champions – 1988/89, 1989/90

Northern League Div 2: Champions – 1992/93

Northern League Div 1: Champions – 2003/04, 2004/05, 2018,19



https://twitter.com/pitchingin_
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NANTWICH TOWN – PLAYER PROFILES

SCOTT MALONEY  

Goalkeeper   05 FEBRUARY 2001

The 23-year-old shot stopper joined The Dabbers in the summer from League Two side 

Barrow. Maloney spent his youth career at Hartlepool and Bury before making the move to 

barrow where he made four first team appearances for The Bluebirds. 

 

TROY BOURNE

Defender   13 JANUARY 1998

Troy is a graduate from the Dabbers’ youth team, having impressed former manager Phil 

Parkinson in 2015/16 pre-season training. He spent much of the 16/17 campaign on a dual 

registration at Alsager Town but did make a couple of first-team appearances for the 

Dabbers. Troy is now the club captain and picked up four awards at the 2022/23 end of year 

awards night, including players’ player of the season and managers player of the season.

PERRY BIRCUMSHAW  

Defender   

Equally capable at centre back or full back, Perry joined the Dabbers early on in the 22/23 

season, initially on dual registration terms from Winsford United.

But such was the manner he impressed the staff at Nantwich with his performances, he was 

quickly signed up permanently in September 2022 and has become a fixture in defence 

since.

JOEL CONNOLLY   

Defender   19 NOVEMBER 2002 

The 20-year-old right-back is a product of the Burnley youth academy, making it to there 

under 21s before being released last summer.

In October, he joined Prescot and made 14 appearances for them before joining Paul 

Carden here at the Dabbers for the run-in to the end of the 2022/23 season.

NATHAN OKOME 

Defender   11 MAY 2001

The versatile midfielder started his career at Macclesfield Town, and has also played for 

other Cheshire clubs Sandbach, Knutsford, 1874 Northwich and Witton. The 21-year-old has 

made 6 appearances for Chorley this season, as well as having a loan spell at Glossop North 

End, where he made 12 appearances in all competitions up to the end of February.

LEWIS SINNOTT

Defender   04 MARCH 2004

After impressing in pre-season of the 2023/24 season, Evans was signed by The Dabbers after 

being released by Wrexham in the summer. Evans signed his first pro contract at the Welsh 

side in the COVID hit 2020 season and showcased his talents over the course of the following 

season when he topped the scoring charts in the National League Youth Alliance from 

midfield. In 2023 he left Wrexham to join Nantwich Town



NANTWICH TOWN – PLAYER PROFILES

MUHAMUD ALI   

Defender    08 JUNE 1994

He began his footballing career at ADO Den Haag in Holland where he played alongside 

Nathan Ake in their academy. He moved to England in 2014 where he represented 

Northwich Victoria in the First Round of the FA Cup against Northampton. Ali has since 

players for various non-league sides like Curzon Ashton and Southport before joining The 

Dabbers, with his brother Ahmed in 2023. Muhamud has represented Somalia eight times. He 

was awarded man of the match in their own FIFA World Cup qualifying win against 

Zimbabwe in 2019.

DYLAN THOMPSON   

Defender    25 OCTOBER 2002

A former Blackpool and Everton youth player who also had trials at Newcastle United, in 2021 

he left for the US and joined the San Diego Toreros, the soccer team of the University of San 

Diego in the extremely competitive world of the US collegiate sporting system, while also 

studying for a Business Management degree. The 20-year-old, 6ft 3 left footed centre-back 

also spent some time at Asheville City in North Carolina, who play in the 4th tier of American 

soccer, before then playing for UNC Asheville Bulldogs, the college team of the University of 

North Carolina at Asheville.

SCOTT BUTLER   ON LOAN FROM WREXHAM 

Defender    30 DECEMBER 2002

Wrexham-born Butler, who can play at full-back and centre-back, moved south to join 

Swansea in 2019 and represented them at Under-18s and Under-23 level before leaving in 

the summer.

The 20-year-old was on trial with Wrexham but was given a deal in October 2022 after 

impressing during his time at the club.  

He has been a key feature in the Reserve team, impressing at the heart of the defence, and 

was handed the number 24 shirt in Phil Parkinson's squad.

Scott has joined Nantwich on loan until January 2024 to gain valuable experience.

STEVEN HEWITT 

Midfielder   05 DECEMBER 1993 

Starting out at Burnley as a youth player, he made a few league appearances for the 

Clarets before moving on to Chester and Southport.

A spell at Accrington followed, before some time in Wales with both Bangor City and 

Aberystwyth either side of Hume City in Melbourne, Australia. Most recently, the 29-year-old 

has been at Wythenshawe Town, where this season he’s scored 3 times in 23 appearances in 

all competitions.



NANTWICH TOWN – PLAYER PROFILES

CASPAR HUGHES

Midfielder   09 JUNE 1993  

Caspar re-joined the Dabbers from AFC Fylde at the start of the 2017-18 season, before 

being named captain in January 2018 after the departure of Sam Hall. While Caspar is an 

excellent ball-winner in midfield and can also play at full-back. The midfielder was a highly 

rated prospect in the famed Crewe Alexandra youth academy before joining Nantwich, 

where he spent two solid seasons before moving on to Fylde. The midfielder helped Fylde 

gain promotion from both the Northern Premier League and the National League North and 

is regarded one of the better midfielders in the league.

SEAN COOKE

Midfielder   03 SEPTEMBER 1992

A productive attacking midfielder, A danger from set-pieces – especially free-kicks – Sean 

has a keen eye for goal and has proved that not only with Nantwich but at other clubs 

higher up the non-league pyramid. Sean, along with Caspar Hughes, was part of the AFC 

Fylde side that won promotion from the Northern Premier Division and has also played for FC 

United of Manchester. Cooke broke through into the Nantwich side at a young age and is 

the only player to start in all 3 Dabbers’ FA Cup First Round appearances. He has also won 

the Northern Premier League’s Young Player of the Season as well as making three Team of 

the Season appearances. 

PADDY KAY

Midfielder   

The Young midfielder impressed in the handful of games he played for Nantwich In pre-

season. However, after joining Warrington Town in the summer, he joined the Dabbers on 

loan to pick up some minutes in men’s football.

AHMED ALI

Midfielder   23 OCTOBER 1990 

Brother of Dabbers defender Muhamud, Ahmed was born in Somalia before moving to The 

Netherlands where he began his footballing career. In 2013 he moved to England where he 

continued to play football for Redditch, Bromsgrove Sporting & Halesowen before signing for 

Nantwich in 2023. Ali has also represented Somalia 8 times; He captained his country to their 

first ever FIFA World Cup victory when they beat Zimbabwe 1-0 in September 2019.

KAI EVANS

Forward   27 JANUARY 2004

After impressing in pre-season of the 2023/24 season, Evans was signed by The Dabbers after 

being released by Wrexham in the summer. Evans signed his first pro contract at the Welsh 

side in the COVID hit 2020 season and showcased his talents over the course of the following 

season when he topped the scoring charts in the National League Youth Alliance from 

midfield. In 2023 he left Wrexham to join Nantwich Town



NANTWICH TOWN – PLAYER PROFILES

BYRON HARRISON   

Forward    15 JUNE 1987

The 6ft3, vastly experienced striker has nearly 150 Football League appearances, the majority 

of which were during a successful spell at Cheltenham Town where he scored 20 goals in 94 

games between 2012 and 2015.

In more recent years, he also performed strongly for Barrow in the National League, scoring 

32 times in 67 appearances in 2 seasons that ended in 2018, before he returned in 2019/20 to 

help them gain promotion to the EFL.

Starting his career in non-league with clubs like Havant and Waterlooville and Boreham 

Wood, he earned a move to League 2 Stevenage in 2010, before spending time at AFC 

Wimbledon and Chesterfield as well as that run with Cheltenham.

In 2018, he returned to non-league, and has played for teams such as Sutton, Barnet and 

most recently Altrincham.

AJ LEITCH-SMITH   

Forward    06 MARCH 1990

Currently in his second spell at The Dabbers. Leitch-Smith brings a wide array of talent of 

experience to our forward line, he has made a living of scoring goals in the EFL and has 

represented teams like Port Vale, Crewe Alexandra, Shrewsbury Town and Morecambe. AJ is 

a local lad and is a great addition to the Dabbers side..

CALLUM SAUNDERS   

Forward    26 SEPTEMBER 1995

Currently in his second spell at the club. Saunders has been a consistent goal scorer for 

several years. He scored 29 goals in 75 appearances across his previous time at the Dabbers.

He was the Dabbers’ top scorer in the 2018/19 season and curtailed 2020/21 season.

Callum was most recently at Stafford, where he spent the 2022/23 campaign. The season 

before, he was joint third highest goal scorer in the NPL Premier with 18 goals.

Outside of the NPL Saunders made 27 senior appearances for Crewe Alexandra where he 

began his footballing career at a young age.











PITCHING IN NPL RESULTS & FIXTURES



PITCHING IN NPL STANDINGS



REFEREE: Barry Lamb
ASSISTANT REFEREES: William Cummings, Daniel Seddik

MAN OF THE MATCH SPONSORED BY:
NANTWICH REFRIGERATION SERVICES

NANTWICH TOWN DUNSTON

MANAGER MANAGER

Paul Carden Jon McDonald

1 Scott MOLONEY 1 Daniel STAPLES

2 Joel CONNOLLY 2 Craig BAXTER

3 Perry BIRCUMSHAW 3 Chris McDONALD

4 Nathan OKOME 4 Michael PEARSON (C)

5 Troy BOURNE (C) 5 Jude SWAILES

6 Scott BUTLER 6 Jack WALKER

7 Paddy KAY 7 Sado DJALO

8 Ahmed ALI 8 Jon CHRISP

9 Byron HARRISON 9 Jack MASKELL

10 Steven HEWITT 10 David ROBINSON

11 KAI EVANS 11 Dale PEARSON

12 Mo ALI 12 Jordan LAMB

13 James SPEARE 13 Matthew CASSAP

14 Dylan THOMPSON 14 Richard COULSON

15 Jacob EDWARDS 15 Luke CARR

16 Lewis SINNOTT 16 Jack ELLIOTT

17 Jack CAMARDA

18 Liam THEAR
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