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LEAGUE COMPETITION:
Cheshire County League:

Champions – 1980/81
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Champions – 1963/64

Runners-Up – 1950/51, 1961/62, 1964/65

Crewe Amateur Combination League:

Champions – 1946/47
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Division One Runners Up – 1900/01

Shropshire & District League:

Runners-Up – 1891/92

Manchester League:

Runners-Up – 1966/67

Northern Premier League:

Div 1 South – Play-Off Winners – 2007/08

Premier Division Play-Off Final – 2008/09

CUP COMPETITION:
Cheshire Senior Cup Winners – 1932/33, 

1975/76, 2007/08, 2011/12, 2017/18, 

2018/19

FA  Vase Winners – 2005/06

FA Trophy Semi Finalist – 2015/16

FA Cup First Round – 2011/12, 2017/18, 

2019/20

North West Counties League Cup 

Winners – 1994/95

Mid Cheshire League Cup Winners –

1961/62, 1963/64 

CLUB DETAILS & HONOURS



WARRINGTON TOWN - MATCH PREVIEW

A very warm welcome to everyone to The Swansway Stadium this afternoon, 

including the supporters, players, management and Directors of our visitors, 

Warrington Town.

Nantwich Town’s first game of 2023 is a big one, as we welcome Warrington Town to the 
Swansway Stadium (3pm kick-off), our first home match since 15th November.

Waiting on a Warr

Warrington Town have 1 win from their last 6 matches in all competitions, however that 
was a thrilling 3-2 win over league leaders South Shields at the end of November. Their 2 
matches since then have been draws with Stalybridge and Marine.

A quirk of fixtures and postponements has meant that their last 5 matches have all been 
at home, this will be their first game away from Cantilever Park since a 2-1 defeat at 
Whitby on 8 November. Conversely, it’s the Dabbers’ first home game in 4.

Their clean sheet in the 0-0 with Marine was their first in 9 games, and the slight dip in 
form means one of the pre-season favourites to get promoted are currently 9th but just 
2 points off the play-offs and a not insurmountable 8 points off Shields at the top.

Last Time Out

It was all about Isaac Buckley-Ricketts at the end of August, his double either side of Dan 

Cockerline’s first goal of the season helping Wire to a 2-1 win.

Players to Watch

Stefan Mols is Warrington’s top scorer on 5, and is their penalty taker. They were hit by 
the departure of striker Connor Woods after he was recalled from his loan by parent 
club Southport and have only scored once in their 2 games since. But with Buckley-
Ricketts, Jordan Buckley and Bohan Dixon still in their squad, they will back themselves 
to get firing again.

MATCH DETAILS

Tickets are available online or can be bought on the gate.

VENUE: The Swansway Stadium, Waterlode, CW5 5BS

KICK OFF 15:00

RADIO COVERAGE: https://thisisthecat.com/cat-sport/

MATCHDAY UPDATES: https://twitter.com/TheDabbers

https://thisisthecat.com/cat-sport/
https://twitter.com/TheDabbers






Nantwich Town suffered a disappointing Boxing Day defeat to Stafford Rangers, 

going down 3-0 at Marston Road, being ‘out-thought, out-run and out-battled’ 

according to manager Ritchie Sutton.

Kaiman Anderson cheekily flicked the ball wide from an Alex Kiwomya pull back, it 

would have been an impudent way to open the scoring for the hosts who had 

started brightly.

Tom Booth was called into action shortly after, making a great sprawling save from 

Joe Willis’ drive from distance that was definitely goalbound.

The Dabbers hadn’t got going, and were rightly behind on 16 minutes. A free kick 

curled in from the left was headed in easily by James O’Neill, too easily as he was 

unmarked at a very close distance to the goal, some breakdown in 

communication and organisation costing the defence dear.

Tom Scully’s snapshot hit an unsighted Cameron Belford in the Stafford goal a 

couple of minutes later, he didn’t know much about it but it was about the most 

action he saw in the entire match.

Former Dabber Callum Saunders almost doubled the lead with a near post effort 

that was superbly tipped over by Booth, were it not for him the game would have 

been dead inside 20 minutes.

Dan Cockerline and Byron Harrison had half-chances that didn’t trouble the 

Stafford goal, and Nantwich could count themselves lucky to only be 1 down at 

half time.

A double injury blow came either side of half time, Curtis Morrison forced off with a 

hamstring issue and Matt Bell with a foot injury that he couldn’t shake off despite 

trying to start the second half.

To literally add insult to injuries, Stafford did get their second goal just 6 minutes into 

the second half, a heavily deflected shot fell right into the path of an unmarked 

Anderson who had the simplest of tasks to finish from close range.

Cockerline almost halved the deficit on the hour mark, catching Belford off his line 

and poking over him but seeing the ball cannon off the post.

To well and truly show it wasn’t the Dabbers’ day, Stafford made it 3 just after this. 

Booth, who’d been peerless in this game and throughout his loan spell, had a 

moment to forget when he mishit a pass out straight to Anderson who again could 

finish easily to send most of the excellent 1,200 strong crowd into rapture.

STAFFORD RANGERS – MATCH REPORT



The most concerning of Nantwich’s injuries came 15 minutes from the end, 

Cockerline fell awkwardly and was forced off holding his arm in an uncomfortable 

position, raising great concerns again about the shoulder that has been an issue for 

him in the past. By that point, Ritchie Sutton had used all 3 subs so the Dabbers had 

to see out the rest of the match with 10 players.

Perry Bircumshaw hit the side netting but also finished the match in pain, to top off 

an unexpected and unwelcome showing after what had been a wonderful run of 

form.

Stafford Rangers: Cameron Belford, Andy Burns, Akeem Hinds, Jack Baxter, Luis 

Morrison, James O’Neill, Alex Kiwomya (Joe Kenton, 79), Tom Tonks, Kaiman 

Anderson (Jaiden White, 79), Callum Saunders (Ethan Stewart, 90), Joe Willis

Subs not used: Joe Dunne, Alex-Ray Harvey

Goals: O’Neill (17), Anderson (52, 61)

Nantwich Town: Tom Booth, Harry Nevin, Perry Bircumshaw, Troy Bourne, Jon Moran, 

Curtis Morrison (Mwiya Malumo, 38), James Caton, Matt Bell (Caspar Hughes, 47), 

Dan Cockerline, Tom Scully, Byron Harrison (Levi Chiduku, 62)

Subs not used: Jack Sherratt, Sean Lawton

Attendance: 1,222

STAFFORD RANGERS – MATCH REPORT







WARRINGTON TOWN – BRIEF HISTORY IN TIME

Season League POS PL W D L GF GA Pts

2017-18 NPL P 3/24 46 23 13 10 72 49 82

2018-19 NPL P 3/21 40 25 9 6 69 33 84

2019-20 NPL P ABAN 32 14 13 5 57 44 55 *

2020-21 NPL P ABAN 9 5 1 3 16 11 16 *

2021-22 NPL P 5/20 42 20 11 11 67 47 71

* 2019-20  & 2020-21 Season both curtailed due to COVID-19

LAST 5 LEAGUE SEASONS:

CLUB INFO
Club Name: Warrington Town F.C.

Year Founded: 1949

Club Nickname: The Wire or The Yellows

Current Ground: Cantilever Park

Current Manager: Paul Carden

CUP HISTORY
Mid Cheshire League Cup: Winners – 1954, 1955, 1956

Northern Combination Cup: Winners – 1990

NWC League Cup: Winners – 1990

NPL Challenge Cup: Winners – 2015

FA Cup: 2nd Round – 2014/15

FA Trophy: Quarter Finals – 1992/93

FA Vase: Runners-Up – 1986/87

LEAGUE HISTORY
Mid Cheshire League: Champions – 1960/61

NWCL Division Two: Champions – 2000/01

NWCL Division One: Champions – 1989/90

NPL Division One North: Champions – 2014/15

NPL Prem Division Play-Off: Winners – 2018/19



WARRINGTON TOWN - HISTORY

Formed in 1949 under the eye of their late president, Jimmy Drinkwater the club began life as 

Stockton Heath playing at a ground called London Road in Appleton. We competed in the 

Warrington and District league until 1953, when a move to the Mid Cheshire League 

coincided with the appointment of Freddie Worrall as manager. During his thirteen years at 

the helm, Heath were one of the most feared sides in Cheshire football, winning a string of 

honours including the Mid Cheshire League Championship in 1960, the League Cup three 

times, and making more appearances (five) in the Cheshire Amateur Cup Final than any 

other club.

At the 1961 AGM, it was decided to change the clubs name to Warrington Town, and in 1965, 

the club moved to their present home in Latchford. A neat, compact stadium with a 

capacity of around 3,500 the ground is on the banks of the Manchester Ship canal in the 

shadow of the imposing Cantilever Bridge which dominates the areas skyline, and from 

which the ground now takes its name.

The late sixties and early seventies were mostly spent in the doldrums, and the club 

continued without success until the formation of the North West Counties League in 1982 

proved to be a springboard to start to move up the pyramid. Originally placed in the third 

division of the new league, Town immediately gained promotion as runners up, and quickly 

established themselves as one of the second divisions most powerful clubs, missing out on 

promotion by small margins on no fewer than three occasions.

1985-86 saw Town's first serious attempt at winning the F.A. Vase, but following a tremendous 

run, they bowed out to eventual winners Halesowen Town in an epic semi-final replay at 

Bucks Park, home of Telford United. Promotion to division one of the NWCL was achieved in 

1986-87 and the club again excelled in the F.A Vase, making it all the way to Wembley sadly 

losing 3-2 to local rivals St Helens Town in the final.

Promotion to the Northern Premier League was gained in 1989-90. The club had consistency 

in the new division with three 7th place and a 5th place finish, but relatively little success until 

1992-93 when a fantastic FA Trophy run ended in the quarter finals at Sutton United, earning 

them a cool £5.000 for being the furthest non-exempt team left in the competition. On the 

away to Sutton, Town had beaten Conference side Merthyr Tydfil, which earned them a team 

of the round prize. In the Cheshire Senior Cup, they were victorious at Macclesfield Town and 

Hyde United on way to a Semi Final Place, while in the League Cup, they went one further 

becoming the first ever Division One Side to reach the final, in front of a large crowd at Maine 

Road. Town matched Premier League runners up Winsford United all the way but Winsford 

took the trophy home following a penalty shoot out. To cap the clubs most successful season 

ever, Neil Whalley equaled the NPL transfer fee record when he moved to third division side 

Preston North End for £25,000 and just a few weeks later Liam Watson shattered the fee 

record, also moving to Deepdale for a staggering £60.000. Town were named "Team Talk 

Magazine" team of the year 1992-93.

A high number of injuries together with problems behind the scenes and a disappointing 

lack of goals in 1993-94 hindered the team, although we did reach the semi final of the 

Cheshire Senior Cup, beating conference side Witton Albion on the way, and were in with a 

chance of promotion until the last few weeks of the season. The 1994-95 season was another 

successful year for Town, who made it into the draw for the F.A. Cup First Round Proper for the 

first time ever, a last gasp equaliser at Hyde United forcing a replay. 



WARRINGTON TOWN - HISTORY

The winners of the tie would entertain Darlington but sadly Town failed to make the first round 

proper, as Hyde won the replay 2-0. Town also took Chorley to a replay in the league cup, 

having beaten Barrow along the away, but once their interest in that competition was over 

the club were able to focus on their main aim of the season, namely promotion to the 

Premier Division. An amazing run saw them win eleven games of their last fifteen, but this was 

not quite good enough. Town finished in third place, missing out on promotion by just one 

point.

Major problems behind the scenes over the close season resulted in the management team 

and most of the players moving to Curzon Ashton, and a completely new-look Town side 

lined up to face Alfreton for the first game of the 1995-96 season. Town lost 5-1, but new boss 

Tommy Lawson turned things around, and by Christmas, Town were once more than a match 

for anybody, finishing in mid table. The close season 1996 saw yet another change of 

management as Tommy left for pastures new to be replaced by Alan Lord. Unfortunately, the 

partnership split just before Christmas and Simon Rudge came back and brought Ray Birch 

as his assistant. The change came too late to save Town from relegation, but the run did 

show some promise.

Financial problems both on and off the pitch beset Town in 1996-97 and a new committee 

was formed under Chairman Harry Boden & Steve Jones. Relegation to the NWCFL Div 1 was 

followed by demotion on ground grading criteria to Division 2 and a rationalisation of the 

club’s finances coupled with the appointment of Dave Hughes as Football Manager & Ian 

Dick as his secretary saw Town's image improve dramatically. Sadly, though Ian had to 

return to Scotland for personal reasons, and Dave stepped down to assistant manager, with 

Alan Blair becoming manager.

The 99/00 season saw Town win the Second Division Trophy beating Tetley Walker 2-0 at 

Prescot Cables. In 2000/01 Warrington won the Second Division title to return to Division One 

of the North West Counties League. Town finished 16th in their second season back in Div 1 

and Alan Blair stepped down, Glenn Walker & Derek Brownbill took over to see Town finish 

5th in the league and gain promotion back into the UniBond Division One after the league 

restructuring process had taken place (Conference North was created).

For the first five seasons in the UniBond (Northern Premier) League Town found life fairly 

difficult finishing each season in the bottom half of the table, which included a couple of 

close scrapes avoiding relegation. The period was not entirely without success though as we 

won the NPL Fair Play Award, numerous programme awards, youth team championships and 

cup wins for the reserves. We also had a four-figure home attendance against Liverpool in 

the Senior Cup and reached the third qualifying round of the FA Cup. A number of managers 

came and went in this time, namely Glenn Walker in sole control, Ian Street and Paul Moore. 

When the North South split came for Division One Town spent one season in the south in 

2007/2008 before moving to the north. In season 2008/09 ex Town favourite Joey Dunn took 

over as team manager and gradually things started to improve. 

2009/10 saw Town record their highest finish in the NPL since the mid 1990’s when ninth place 

was secured. Off the field the club continued to prosper under the leadership of a new board 

of directors headed by Gary Skentelbery and optimism was higher than for many years that 

better football times were not too far away as we sought further improve. The club had a 

positive air about it in all departments and optimism was high. 2010/11 showed that hope to 

have definite grounding as we spent most of the season on the fringe of a play-off position.
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However, a disappointing last few games saw us drop away and even lose sixth place which 

had been occupied for the last three months of the season, apart from the final game, finally 

finishing ninth once more. In the close season superb new 3G five a side facilities were 

added in the open end behind the goal and the main pitch itself also had a make over as 

we sought to end the days of the Cantilever bobble once and for all.

The 2011/12 season saw us threaten to take a play off position up until mid March when we 

slipped off the pace in a matter of one week. This resulted in the management team of Joey 

Dunn and Stuart Humphreys being replaced by Shaun Reid and former player Lee Smith. 

2012/13 saw Shaun start to rebuild the squad and although success was hoped for it never 

really came to fruition and the season became a transitional one. A brief flirtation with a play 

off position did occur but with more games played than our rivals a mid table finish was the 

predictable outcome. 2013/14 saw a marked improvement in league form. Despite losing 

the two opening games Town then went on a long unbeaten run. A top five place was 

reached by the fourth Saturday of the season and from thereon was never relinquished. A 

good number of weeks were spent on top of the table, but we eventually finished third, 

claiming a record number of wins (27) and points (87). Sadly, promotion was not to be after a 

1-0 play-off semi final defeat at home to Bamber Bridge meant we would start 2014/2015 still 

in Evo-Stik Division One North. 

The 2014/15 season commenced with the adoption of a new club crest designed by Tom 

Greaves; it being chosen as a competition winner to replace the long-standing old town 

coat of arms motif. Further improvement is now the target with a promotion place the 

ultimate aim. The club made huge steps forward in publicity terms in 2014 reaching the FA 

Cup First Round Proper for the first time in our history. We were rewarded with a home draw 

against Football League club Exeter City that was shown live on BBC2 across the nation. We 

served up a cracker of a match and one that epitomised everything we love about the FA 

Cup as Town amazingly defeated our Football League opponents 1-0, thanks to a Craig 

Robinson header after just seven minutes. What an amazing evening. We went on to play 

Gateshead in Round Two in what was our ninth match in the competition all told, this time live 

on BT Sports, but sadly the adventure ended there as we lost 2-0. Gateshead went on to play 

away to West Bromwich Albion. It had been a fantastic adventure that will live long in the 

memory. The cup success did have an effect on our league campaign as games in hand 

could not be turned into sufficient points and we finished the season in ninth. However, the 

season was nicely rounded off with a Doodson Sports Cup Final win over Farsley at Stockport 

County’s ground. Twenty years after our first final appearance in this competition also saw 

the game decided on penalties, but this time we won, the score being 3-2 after the game 

had ended 0-0 after ninety minutes. It was the club’s first silverware in fifteen years and the 

highest-ranking tournament we have ever won. 

Town started the 2015/16 slowly but it did not last long, and we led the table on a couple of 

occasions before returning there early in 2016 and opening a gap on our only challengers 

Northwich Victoria. However, on learning that his contract would not be renewed at the 

seasons end manager Shaun Reid decided to leave the club in February 2016.

Assistants Stuart Mellish and Lee Smith took charge following Shaun’s departure. The good 

form was just as consistent, and Town opened up a substantial lead firstly on Northwich and 

latterly on Spennymoor Town. The lead would not be relinquished, and Town won the 

championship on 16th April with two games still to play following a 6-1 thrashing of Prescot 

Cables in front of 1411 spectators and which took us up to 100 league points, a club record. 
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The final two games were also won to see us finish on 106 points and score in every league 

game through the season. We also registered the most wins and goals scored in a season. It 

was without doubt the finest moment in the club’s history to date.

Life in the Premier Division brought mixed fortunes and inconsistency led to the management 

duo of Stuart Mellish & Lee Smith leaving the club by mutual consent in mid-October. Paul 

Carden was appointed as manager at the end of October with former player Mark Beesley

as coach and Craig Robinson as assistant manager. The side settled down well after new 

year and a very consistent run saw us climb into a play off place. We were in with a chance 

right up until the final couple of games but finished on a run of draws to end in tenth position. 

2017/18 proved to a busy season for Town if ultimately without silverware. A consistent 

league campaign saw us occupy a play off place for all bar two Saturday’s throughout the 

season. The runners-up position was ours from17th February through to the final match when 

unfortunately, we were pipped by Ashton United on goal difference and ended in third 

place. Still our best ever finish. Sadly, we would lose our play-off semi-final at home to 

Grantham Town. The FA Trophy saw us play in ten matches all told, eventually being highly 

unlucky to exit in round three away to Wealdstone, having defeated National League 

Ebbsfleet United in the previous round.

2018/19 proved a memorable season for Town and although in any other season we would 

have gained promotion that reward was denied at the last. Having performed consistently all 

season, and the opening two weeks aside, occupying at least a play-off position all season, 

including topping the table on three different occasions we had to settle for third place in the 

end. Play-off wins at home to Nantwich Town (4-1) and at South Shields (2-1) set up a Super 

Play-off Final at home to Kings Lynn Town. We led 2-1 with five minutes to go but conceded a 

penalty which was converted. In extra time Kings Lyn got the winner again with five minutes 

remaining. The game attracted a season best attendance of 2200. Town also made the draw 

for the FA Cup First Round Proper again but unfortunately lost out in a 4Q replay at FC Halifax 

Town. Season 2019/20 saw Town compete at the top end of the table if not quite as 

consistently as the previous season. We sold star midfielder Ben Garrity to Football League 

club Blackpool FC where he signed a full-time contract, the first such occurrence since the 

mid 1990’s Town could say that. We were well placed in third in mid-March 2020 when 

everything stopped due to Coronavirus. The season was deemed null and void with no 

promotion or relegation. 2020/2021 went the same way for the same reason with Town again 

in third place, but this time with just nine games played.

Town manager Paul Carden left the club for the manager’s position at AFC Telford United in 

late November 2021, leaving the club in sixth position in the table. Paul was at the club for 

five seasons. It was the end of a largely successful chapter as Town’s manager. Town 

appointed assistant manager Mark Beesley to the managers shortly after. It was a deserved 

reward and gave the club some continuity. Mark did a fine job and after hovering just either 

side of the play-off line, from mid-February on we never relinquished a play-off position at 

the end of each week. The final game of the season saw us lose at Matlock Town and so 

dropped from third to fifth. It resulted in an away play-off to old friends in this situation, South 

Shields. Town upset the form book winning there 6-5 on penalties after a 1-1 draw. The final 

saw us away to Scarborough Athletic and it an open but incredibly tense final Town once 

again lost out at the final hurdle, Scarborough winning 2-1. Matt Grivosti, a regular through 

the season signed professional terms with Bolton Wanderers following the season’s finale.



WARRINGTON TOWN – SQUAD & STAFF

Josh Amis

Position striker. Josh has spent much of his career with Stockport County in two spells 

with a season at Northwich Victoria sandwiched in between. He has also played for 

Altrincham and Preston North End. Josh joined Town in the close season prior to 

2018/19 and has gone on to appear in over 60 games

Mitchell Duggan

Position Midfield. Another signing in November 2016 with a first appearance in the 

home win over Rushall Olympic. Mitch started out as a youth team player with 

Tranmere Rovers before progressing to the first team. He was previously with Marine 

before coming to Warrington but left again for a spell to return in summer 2018 and 

is to date our longest serving player

Jordan Buckley

Position Striker. Jordan joined Town from FC United of Manchester in 2020/21. He has 

been a regular goal scorer at both clubs and is a natural finisher. He was the club’s 

top scorer last season with 19 goals despite injury lay-offs

Bohan Dixon

Position midfield. Bohan joined Town in late August 2018 and scored on his debut in 

the 5-0 win away to North Ferriby United. Joining from Ashton United he has had a 

wealth of experience, predominantly in non-league football. Starting out at 

Accrington Stanley he soon moved on to Lincoln City before spells at AFC Fylde, FC 

Halifax Town and Stockport County. He will pass a 100 appearances for the Yellows 

this season

Evan Gumbs

Position defender. Evan, 23 when signing in August 2020 from Tranmere Rovers, is no 

stranger to Cantilever Park having had three spells on loan at the club, making 34 

appearances in the 2017/18 season.

He was released by the EFL League Two club, and the management team were 

quick to make their move.

Luke Duffy

Position midfield. Town signed attacking midfielder Luke Duffy ahead of the 

preseason friendly against Southport on 1st September 2020.

Duffy, 21 when signing, was part of the Salford City development squad in 2019/20 

and has previously had trials with Crystal Palace and Brentford. Picked up from 

Lower Breck the player has attracted attention from clubs higher up the pyramid
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Jack Mackreth

Position Striker. Jack re-joined Town after playing for Bala Town once our own 

season had been cancelled due to the pandemic. He re-joined us in the summer 

of 2021. Jack originally signed for Town from Wrexham and has also spent time at 

Macclesfield Town and Grimsby Town. His first start for Warrington Town was 

delayed while international clearance came through. Currently under 

rehabilitation for an ACL injury

Jay Harris

Position Midfield. Jay has a wealth of experience in the Football League and 

National League having previously played for Wrexham FC. He started out as an 

Everton trainee before moving on to play for Accrington Stanley. He spent a 

couple of seasons with Chester before moving down the road to fierce rival 

Wrexham where he spent five seasons. He them moved a few miles north to 

Tranmere Rovers. He had a spell at Macclesfield Town and the returned to 

Wrexham.

Sean Williams

Position Midfield. Sean originally signed in for Town in November 2016 making his 

debut at home to Rushall Olympic. Sean’s former clubs include Stockport County, 

FC Halifax Town, Altrincham, Hinckley Utd Hednesford Town. He initially joined 

Warrington Town from AFC Telford United. He later moved to Altrincham where he 

spent a number of seasons before returning to Town in 2021, initially on loan and 

then signing up, has 100 apps in total for the Town

Stefan Mols

Spanish midfielder Stefan Mols joined up with Paul Carden’s squad in mid-October 

2021

The 22-year-old was released by Blackburn Rovers in the summer having spent the 

previous four seasons working his way through the club’s academy.

Isaac Buckley-Ricketts

Isaac joined the club initially on loan from Southport in February 2022. He was 23 

years old when he joined Town and started his career at Manchester City, and has 

been capped by England at under-18, under-19 and under-20 level. 

The forward also spent time in the Dutch Eredivisie, where he scored twice in 12 

appearances for FC Twente.

The initial loan deal was until April 3, and made his debut in a  3-1 victory over 

Morpeth Town, notching a second half assist for Josh Amis. That loan deal was 

extended to the end of the season, and he signed for the club for the start of the 

following season.
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Michael Howard

Position Striker. Michael signed from Skelmersdale United on the final day of transfer 

in 2022. He has scored twenty-seven goals for Skem. The former Preston North End 

junior has played at this level before making appearances for Morecambe, 

Hednesford Town, Stalybridge Celtic and Marine.

Matthew McDonald

Position Midfield. Matthew was just eighteen when he signed for Town in the 

summer of 2021. His previous season had been with Crewe Alexandra. He started 

off in the Everton youth set up. Matthew spent time on loan at Bootle FC in 2021/22 

but has been a regular since the start of the 2022/23 season when available.

Andrew White

Position Defender. Andrew was one of a number of summer 2022 signings from 

National League side Altrincham.  He has had a distinguished career in football in 

both The Football League and The National League. Derby born he started out at 

Hucknall as a youth player before signing for Mansfield Town. He also had two spells 

at Crewe Alexandra either side of joining Boston United, Kidderminster Harriers and 

Burton Albion. He later played for Notts County, Kidderminster again and Southport.

Tony Thompson

Position Goalkeeper. Tony was another ex-Altrincham player to join Town in summer 

2022. He made over eighty appearances for Alty. He started out at Rotherham 

United before making moves to Morecambe, Chester and AFC Fylde

Tom Hannigan

Position. Defender. Tom was also a summer signing from Altrincham. Her has also 

played for Vauxhall Motors and AFC Fylde.

Josh Seary

Position defender. Josh has joined the club on loan deal from Preston North End 

and at only 17 they have high hopes for him

Josh Murray

Position defender. Josh initially signed for Town in the 2021/22 season although 

appearances were rare. He started out with the youth set up at Bury FC. He has 

also made appearance for Northwich Victoria
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Declan Walker

Position defender. Irish registered Declan started his career at Wrexham before 

moving to play in the Welsh pyramid for Bangor City and Aberystwyth Town. He has 

also played for Matlock Town and Warrington Rylands. He made his first 

appearance for Town when coming off the bench in the FA Cup tie away to 

Morpeth Town.

Teddy Mfuni

Position midfield. Teddy joined Town in late August 2022 and first appeared on the 

team sheet as a substitute in the FA Cup tie away to Morpeth Town

Management

Mark Beesley

Manager. 

Former Yellows striker Beesley was manager at Burscough in season 2015/16

following a lengthy playing career, including spells at Chester, Forest Green Rovers

and Cambridge United. Mark took over as manager following the departure of 

Paul Carden to AFC Telford United and took Town to the NPL paly-off final.

David Raven

Assistant Manager. 

Was initially snapped up for Town by then manager Paul Carden when he was 

released by Wrexham in May 2018.  Dave’s previous clubs include Liverpool, Carlisle 

United, Shrewsbury Town, Tranmere Rovers, Inverness Caledonian Thistle, and 

Wrexham; he also played for England’s Under 18s 19s and 20s. 

Made his Liverpool debut with a man of the match performance against 

Tottenham Hotspurs in the 2004 ¼ final win at White Hart Lane, played a couple of 

more games for the Reds before moving to Tranmere Rovers (on loan), Carlisle 

United, Shrewsbury Town, back to Tranmere Rovers before trying his luck in the SPL 

with Inverness Caledonian Thistle, in 2014-15 season Inverness won the Scottish Cup 

at Hampden Park but unfortunately Dave missed out on the game through injury, in 

Jan 2018 he signed for Wrexham and was released at the end of that season. 

He left Town as a player to join Marine and reached the FA Cup Third Round with 

then where they played Tottenham Hotspur. He re-joined Town in 2021/22 as 

assistant manager to Mark Beesley.
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DABBERS 2022-23 SEASON



PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

Jon Moran – Councillor Arthur Moran

Troy Bourne – Stephen Morris, Dave Walker, Andrew Wisely

Dan Cockerline – NTISA

Joel Grant – Rupert Dyke

Matt Bell – Grant Richards

Jack Sherratt – Boughey Distributions (Neil Trotter)

Jacob Edwards – Peter Boulton

Ritchie Sutton – Pete Murphy (Nebula Global Services)

Caspar Hughes – Matt Dighton







NANTWICH TOWN – PLAYER PROFILES

TOM BOOTH (LOAN FROM CREWE ALEXANDRA)

Goalkeeper 02 AUGUST 2004

The 18-year-old signed his first professional contract with the Alex last summer after joining 

the club at the age of 8, making the matchday squad in some first team games at the start 

of the season. He previously spent a spell on loan at Kidsgrove, and has been touted by 

Crewe’s under 18s manager as a future number 1 for the Alex.

OLLIE HAWKINS

Goalkeeper 28 JULY 2002

Ollie is a product of the Dabbers academy and he played a pivotal role in the clubs 2019/20 

FA Youth Cup run where the got into first round proper. Since then Ollie has been on-loan to 

Crewe FC and Stone Old Alleynians where he gained some valuable first team experience.

TROY BOURNE

Defender 13 JANUARY 1998

Troy is a graduate from the Dabbers’ youth team, having impressed former manager Phil 

Parkinson in 2015/16 pre-season training. He spent much of the 16/17 campaign on a dual 

registration at Alsager Town but did make a couple of first-team appearances for the 

Dabbers. Troy is currently a regular at centre back position or at right back when required. 

He won the Manager’s Player of the Season in 2017-18 and has excelled since Dave Cooke’s 

has been manager. 

PERRY BIRCUMSHAW

Defender

Equally capable at centre back or full back, Perry joined the Dabbers early on in the 22/23 

season, initially on dual registration terms from Winsford United.

But such was the manner he impressed the staff at Nantwich with his performances, he was 

quickly signed up permanently in September 2022 and has become a fixture in defence 

since.

JON MORAN

Defender 20 JUNE 1997

Jon first joined The Dabbers in 2015 and enjoyed a successful period with the club which 

eventually saw him sign for Forest Green Rovers in 2016. Since then, Jon has had spells at 

Weston Super-Mare, Chester and Stafford Rangers before re-joining the Dabbers in March 

2022.

SEAN LAWTON (LOAN FROM CREWE ALEXANDRA)

Defender 12 SEPTEMBER 2003

Sean Lawton is a product of the Crewe Alexandra academy, he signed scholarship deal 

with them in 2020. He made his first team debut in March 2022 when he was a late substitute 

against Sunderland at the Stadium of Light. He signed a Pro contract with Crewe at the end 

of the 2021/22 season. He joined The Dabbers on loan at the start of the 2022/23 campaign.



NANTWICH TOWN – PLAYER PROFILES

JACOB EDWARDS

Defender 29 AUGUST 2003

Young full back arrived in pre-season, after being released from Swansea City. Impressed 

during the pre-season friendlies and has managed to appear a few times during the season 

at both left back and right back. Jacob has also played a few games at Alsager Town on 

dual registration.

OLI PATRICK (LOAN FROM ACCRINGTON STANLEY)

Defender 2 FEBRUARY 2003

The 19-year-old can play at full back and in midfield, and made 4 appearances for Bamber 

Bridge in a loan spell earlier this season, including playing the entire game in their 1-0 win 

over the Dabbers in October. He also signed a new 2-year contract with Accrington in the 

summer after making 15 appearances for their under-23 side last season.

LEVI CHIDUKA

Midfield

Levi, a pacy 21-year-old winger, has most recently been at Ellesmere Port Town and has also 

been at Kendal Town and Runcorn Town. He started out in Morecambe’s development 

squad.

CASPAR HUGHES

Midfielder 09 JUNE 1993

Caspar re-joined the Dabbers from AFC Fylde at the start of the 2017-18 season, before 

being named captain in January 2018 after the departure of Sam Hall. While Caspar is an 

excellent ball-winner in midfield, and can also play at full-back. The midfielder was a highly 

rated prospect in the famed Crewe Alexandra youth academy before joining Nantwich, 

where he spent two solid seasons before moving on to Fylde. The midfielder helped Fylde 

gain promotion from both the Northern Premier League and the National League North and 

is regarded one of the better midfielders in the league.

JACK SHERRATT

Midfielder 29 JULY 1993

Jack began his career at Kidsgrove before winning Samsung’s “Win a Pro Contract” 

competition which saw him join Leyton Orient. Since then he played for Northwich Vics, 

Stafford Rangers and Hyde United, before joining The Dabbers in 2022

MATT BELL

Midfielder 03 JANUARY 1992

Matt began his career at Port Vale before joining Mansfield Town in 2011. Bell has since 

played for Stafford Rangers, and leek Town before joining The Dabbers for his second stint in 

December 2021. Matt is also a former international having represented British Virgin Islands 

twice in 2018



NANTWICH TOWN – PLAYER PROFILES

TOM SCULLY

Midfield

he 22 year old all action midfielder began his footballing career at Everton before moving to 

Norwich City in the summer of 2018.

After spending two years in Norfolk, he made the move back to the North West as he signed 

for League One side Accrington Stanley where he made his first team debut in a Papa Johns 

Trophy victory over Leeds United U23’s.

In the 2020-21 Season he made six first team appearances for Stanley before he moved out 

on loan to Northern Irish Premiership side, Carrick Rangers in January 2022 where he made 

nine appearances before his loan was cut short due to injury.

JAMES CATON

Forward 04 JANUARY 1994

The 28-year-old winger has had EFL experience with Blackpool, Accrington, Shrewsbury and 

Mansfield during his career. In more recent years, James has been around a few clubs at the 

higher levels of non-league, from Southport to Darlington to 2 spells at Dover Athletic. In the 

22/23 season, he’d made 13 appearances for Hereford in National League North and cup 

competitions, scoring twice before moving to Nantwich.

IVAN URVANTEV

Forward 02 MAY 1997

Ivan, a 25-year-old attacking midfielder and former Moldovan under-21 international, joins 

the club on dual registration terms from Whitchurch Alport, where the supporters dubbed 

him the ‘Moldovan Messi’. Before that, he had spells at several Moldovan Premier League 

clubs, including Sheriff Tiraspol who were in the Champions League last season and are in 

the Europa League this season.

DAN COCKERLINE

Forward 15 NOVEMBER 1996

Dan is a signing from AFC Liverpool. At 6 foot 4 there will be few players that are taller than 

him in the game. Dan brings a big threat in the air, but is a solid footballer too. Dan has 

played at this level and higher before previously playing for the likes of Barrow, Southport 

and FC United of Manchester.

CURTIS MORRISON

Forward 02 OCTOBER 1997

Starting out at Chesterfield, where he played in the first team in the EFL Cup after coming 

through their youth ranks, Curtis has also been at Matlock, Guiseley and Gainsborough 

amongst other clubs before his arrival at the Swansway Stadium.



NANTWICH TOWN – PLAYER PROFILES

BYRON HARRISON

Forward 15 JUNE 1987

The 6ft3, vastly experienced striker has nearly 150 Football League appearances, the majority 

of which were during a successful spell at Cheltenham Town where he scored 20 goals in 94 

games between 2012 and 2015.

In more recent years, he also performed strongly for Barrow in the National League, scoring 

32 times in 67 appearances in 2 seasons that ended in 2018, before he returned in 2019/20 to 

help them gain promotion to the EFL.

Starting his career in non-league with clubs like Havant and Waterlooville and Boreham 

Wood, he earned a move to League 2 Stevenage in 2010, before spending time at AFC 

Wimbledon and Chesterfield as well as that run with Cheltenham.

In 2018, he returned to non-league, and has played for teams such as Sutton, Barnet and 

most recently Altrincham.

He scored his first Dabbers goal on his loan spell from Alty in a 5-2 Cheshire Senior Cup victory 

over Cheadle Heath Nomads in November 2022.

MWIYA MALUMO

Forward

The 23-year-old forward has played 4 times in National League North in 2022/23 for Farsley 

Celtic and was previously on a dual registration at FC United of Manchester earlier in 2022.

An English-Zambian dual national, Mwiya has represented Zambia internationally at under 20 

and under 23 levels. He started out in Wigan Athletic’s youth academy and has also played 

for Irlam, Ramsbottom, Radcliffe and Ashton Town.

He scored his first Dabbers goal of a season long loan spell in a 5-2 Cheshire Senior Cup 

victory over Cheadle Heath Nomads in November 2022.











Nantwich Town are through to the Third Round of the Cheshire Senior Cup after two 

Tom Booth saves in a dramatic penalty shoot-out knocked out Tranmere Rovers 

after a 1-1 draw at Prenton Park.

James Caton was making his Nantwich debut, and was first to a loose ball early on, 

squaring a cross to Dan Cockerline who glanced it wide of the far post.

Former Sweden youth international Joel Mumbongo was a lively presence up front 

for Tranmere, he nicked the ball off Troy Bourne and looked to pick out the corner 

with a shot that was well read and saved by Tom Booth.

On 26 minutes, a big chance presented itself to the Dabbers. A mix up at the back 

saw the ball drop to Cockerline with goalkeeper Mat Hewelt well off his line. 

Understandably, he tried the lob but overcooked it and it sailed over the bar. Dan 

had more time than perhaps he thought and could have taken it towards goal, but 

it was definitely worth a try.

To show the standard it takes at the level of Tranmere, just 4 minutes later the 

Dabbers were punished for that missed chance.

After a break in play for an off-the-ball collision between Bourne and Mumbongo

that saw a bit of argy-bargy, Nantwich weren’t switched on when play restarted. 

The ball was worked across to Arthur Lomax and he was able to fire crisply in low 

across Booth for 1-0.

Another Nantwich chance came almost immediately after. Good pressing from 

Cockerline forced Hewelt to rush his clearance and hit it off Dan and bounced just 

wide.

Caton could have marked his debut with a goal but scuffed a chance wide early 

in the second half.

Ritchie Sutton, on his return to a club he played more than 100 times for, could 

sense momentum was building. And it so nearly brought the equaliser, a Curtis 

Morrison shot sparked chaos in the six-yard box as Cockerline’s rebound was 

cleared off the line and Tom Scully volleyed wide.

After Caton saw a goal rightly flagged for offside, a perfectly legal and brilliant 

leveller was to follow minutes later.

It was Caton again who was involved, breaking down the left and finding sub 

Mwiya Malumo to tuck home and deservedly bring Nantwich level against their 

League 2 opponents.

TRANMERE ROVERS – CSC MATCH REPORT



The first 2 penalties were converted by both sides, Cockerline and Caspar Hughes 

for the Dabbers.

A decisive moment was on the Dabbers’ third, Harry Nevin stepping up but Hewelt

seemed to read where he was putting it perfectly and made a comfortable save 

to give Tranmere the advantage.

The home side converted their next two to put them in pole position, with Caton 

netting for Nantwich.

So it fell to Kyle Jameson to win it for Tranmere. But Tom Booth was up to the size of 

the moment and made a great save to keep the Dabbers in it.

Sudden death it was, and Scully and Jack Sherratt both put theirs away with ease.

Finally, on Tranmere’s sixth penalty, their goalscorer Jamie Lomax brought another 

flying save from Booth to complete a stunning shoot-out turnaround and send the 

Dabbers through to the Third Round on a brilliant night in Birkenhead.

Tranmere Rovers: Mat Hewelt, Harvey Edgar, Mikey Davies (Lewis Lyall, 67), Reece 

McAlear, Rhys Hughes (Jack Williams, 45), Kyle Jameson, Joel Mubongo, Dymel

Simeu (Paddy Kennedy, 73), Jake Burton, Arthur Lomax, Sam Taylor

Subs not used: Ross Doohan, Jack Flight

Goal: Lomax (29)

Nantwich Town: Tom Booth, Harry Nevin, Perry Bircumshaw (Jack Sherratt, 84), Troy 

Bourne, Jon Moran, Curtis Morrison (Levy Chiduka, 88), James Caton, Matt Bell 

(Caspar Hughes, 45), Dan Cockerline, Tom Scully, Byron Harrison (Mwiya Malumo, 

45)

Subs not used: Jacob Edwards

Goal: Malumo (75)

TRANMERE ROVERS – CSC MATCH REPORT



PITCHING IN NPL RESULTS & FIXTURES



PITCHING IN NPL STANDINGS



REFEREE:

ASSISTANT REFEREES:

MAN OF THE MATCH SPONSORED BY:

NANTWICH REFRIGERATION SERVICES

NANTWICH TOWN WARRINGTON TOWN

MANAGER MANAGER

RICTHIE SUTTON MARK BEASLEY

1 Tom BOOTH 1 Tony THOMPSON

2 Oli PATRICK 2 Mitchell DUGGAN

3 Sean LAWTON 3 Andy WHITE

4 Troy BOURNE (C) 4 Tom HANNIGAN

5 Jon MORAN 5 Evan GUMBS

6 Caspar HUGHES 6 James HARRIS

7 Myima MALUMO 7 Isaac BUCKLEY-RICKETTS

8 Jack SHERRATT 8 Sean WILLIAMS

18 Byron HARRISON 9 Jordan BUCKLEY

10 Tom SCULLY 10 Bohan DIXON (C)

11 James CATON 11 Luke DUFFY

12 Perry BIRCUMSHAW 18 Joshua SEARY

14 Levy CHIDUKU 14 Josh AMIS

15 Jacob EDWARDS 15 Stefan MOLS

16 Archie ANGLES 16 Edmund CALARKE

17 Ollie HAWKINS 17 Declan WALKER
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