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Nantwich Town Football Club
Company by Guarantee
Company No: 0732 8670

The Optimum Pay Stadium,
Waterlode, Nantwich, CW5 5BS
Telephone: 01270 621771
County Affiliation: Cheshire FA
Year Formed : 1884

At the Top
President: Frank Blunstone
Chairman: Jon Gold
Vice -Chairman: John Dunning
Directors: Mark Hawkins, John Dunning,

Clive Jackson, Dave Clapp, Dan

Dunning -Cole, Tim Crighton

Company Secretary: John Dunning

Football Officials
Manager: Dave Cooke
Assistant Manager: Jay Bateman
First Team Coach Mentor: Nigel Deeley
Goalkeeper Coach:  Keiron Clarke
Head Physio: Callum Carey
Physio: Pete Williams
Kit Manager: Jason Clarke

Behind the Scenes
Club Secretary: Carl Thorpe
Match Day Secretary : Gary Richardson
Business Manager: Emma Crossan
Press Officers: Jack Beresford, Liam
Price, Adam Bateman
Club Photographer: Jonathan White
Groundsman: TBC
Stadium & Safety Officer: Bob Melling

Social Networks:
Twitter: @TheDabbers
Facebook: /nantwichtownfc
YouTube: Nantwich Town FC
Instagram: officialnantwichtownfc
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CLUB HONOURS

LEAGUE COMPETITION:
Cheshire County League
Champions 6 1980/81

Mid -Cheshire League
Champions 08 1963/64
Runners-Up 6 1950/51, 1961/62, 1964/65

Crewe Amateur Combination League
Champions & 1946/47

Cheshire League
Division One Runners Up & 1900/01

Shropshire & District League
Runners-Up 8 1891/92

Manchester League
Runners-Up 0 1966/67

Northern Premier League
Div 1 South 8 Play-Off Winners 8 2007/08
Premier Division Play -Off Final 6 2008/09

CUP COMPETITION:
Cheshire Senior Cup Winners 0 1932/33,
1975/76, 2007/08, 2011/12, 2017/18,
2018/19

FA Vase Winners 0 2005/06
FA Trophy Semi Finalist 8 2015/16

FA Cup First Round 62011/12, 2017/18,
2019/20

North West Counties League Cup
Winners 8 1994/95

Mid Cheshire League Cup Winners &
1961/62, 1963/64




WELCOME TO NANTWICH TOWN

A very warm welcome to everyone to The Optimum Pay Stadium this afternoon,
including the supporters, players, management and Directors of our visitors, Bamber
Bridge.

ltds been a tough week with 2 defeats on
in Whitby Town and Matl ock Town. I't doesn
inform Bamber Bridge in blistering form coming to town then straight into the local

derby away at our neighbours ~ Witton Albion on Bank Holiday Monday.

NANTWIBH TUWN ) AMBEH BHIDGE
THE OPTIMUM PAY STADIUM
SATURDAY 28TH AUGUST 2021
15:00 KO

However, the sunisshi ni ng today so | etds hope to s
Cooke and the lads for 3 points this afternoon

Enjoy the programme and the match this afternoon and Up The Dabbers!

Carl Thorpe
ClubSecretary & ProgrammeEditor




DABBERS FIXTURES

SEPTEMBER 2021 (subject to change)

NANTWICH TOWN FC -VS - GRANTHAM TOWN

04/09/2021 | 3:00 pm
Dptimum Pay Stadium

NANTWICH TOWN FC -VS - HYDE UNITED

07/09/2021 | 7:45 pm
Optimum Pay Stadium

RADCLIFFE FC -VS - NANTWICH TOWN FC

11/09/2021 | 3:00 pm

MICKLEOVER FC -VS - NANTWICH TOWN FC

14/09/2021 | 7:45 pm

NANTWICH TOWN FC -VS - BASFORD UNITED

25/09/2021 | 3:00 pm
Dptimum Pay Stadium

GRANTHAM TOWN -VS - NANTWICH TOWN FC

28/09/2021 | 7-45 pm

Ticket Information: For all home games, ticket prices are as follows:
Adults £11, Concessions £6, U16s £3 (Kids are free when
accompanied by a paying adult. For ticket prices on away games,
keep an eye on the Nantwich Town website.



Daniel Wilkinson

Foundation

i

The Daniel Wilkinson Foundation is a charity set up in memory of Daniel
Wilkinson who died in 2016 aged 24, while playing the game he loved, from
an underlying heart condition called Arrhythmogenic Right Ventricular
Cardiomyopathy (ARVC).

Dan played football from an early age and joined Hull City AFC when he
was 10, earning a professional contract aged 18. Loughborough
University followed where he completed a degree in Accounting and
Financial Management while playing non-league football. He was an
athlete who enjoyed the gym and took his health and nutrition very
seriously. He lived life to the full and had so much ahead of him.

Other than feeling light-headed on a few occasions in the month
before he died, he had no symptoms!

OUR MISSION

The Daniel Wilkinson Foundation has been
set up to raise awareness of SCD and to
provide funding towards heart screening,
defibrillators and CPR/defibrillator training

SUDDEN CARDIAC DEATH IN THE
YOUNG (SCD)

SCD is the leading cause of death in young
athletes during sport and the majority of deaths

occur with NO SYMPTOMS or family history.

ARVC can be found in one in every 1,000 to
5,000 young adults - IF IT IS LOOKED FOR.

Warning signs may include light-headedness,
fainting, palpitations, swollen legs,
breathlessness.

Every week in the UK, 12 apparently fit and
healthy young people (aged 35 and under) die

from previously undiagnosed heart conditions.

In Italy, where screening is mandatory for all

young people engaged in organised sport, they

have reduced the incidence of young sudden
cardiac death by 89%.

primarily for grass-roots sporting teams.
Tragedies can be prevented through cardiac

screening. It is vital that young people are
identified and treated.

Find out more

¥ @dannywilks5

f thedanielwilkinsonfoundation
dwfoundation5

M contact@thedanielwilkinsonfoundation.org

@ thedanielwilkinsonfoundation.org

To donate: mydonate.bt.com/charities/thedanielwilkinsonfoundation
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Proud to be the Official Forany kit enquiries, Follow us!
Benchwear Supplierto the  please getintouch! W @Kappa UK

Northern Premier League Email: kappa-uk@kappa.com ¢) @kappauk
Phona: 0161 393 9440 (&) @kappa_sport

A www.kappastore.co.uk




BAMBER BRIDGB MATCH PREVIEW

The Dabbers will be looking to return to winning ways this Saturday at
3.00pm but it looks like it will be a stern test against an in -form Bamber
Bridge side.

Bamber Bridge over troubled water?

Our visitors have hit a rich vein of form after their opening day defeat to Buxton,
winning their following three games and scoring 12 goals in the process. In fact,
their 5-1 win over Gainsborough saw five different goal scorers, suggesting they are
capable of goals from multiple areas of the pitch .

On Tuesday night, they came from a goal down to win 3-1 at Morpeth .

Last Time Out:

Nantwich won out the last time we played Bamber Bridge in February 2020 at the
Optimum Pay Stadium . David Webb and Joel Stair had given the Dabbers a two-
goal lead before Bamber Bridge dramatically came back to level on 85 minutes.
Webb was on hand again to win it a minute from time after a great run from Joe

Mwasile . The previous meeting that season had finished 2-2 away in Lancashire so
another goal -laden match could be on the cards .

Pl ay toWWatsh :

Isaac Sinclair has scored three goals so far this season so is definitely one to watch
as a main goalscoring threat. But also look out for Mark Yeates who is extremely
dangerous from set pieces, just coming off the back of scoring a free-kick against
Morpeth .

A wildcard in all of this though isthe fact that all teams will also be playing this Bank
Holiday Monday, so you could expect to see some squad rotation with two
matches in 48 hours to contend with.

AN B




BAMBER BRIDGB BRIEF HISTORY IN TIMI

CLUB INFO

Club Name: Bamber Bridge FC
Year Founded: 1974

Club Nickname: Brig

Current Ground: Sir Tom Finney Stadium
Current Manager: Jamie Milligan

CUP HISTORY

Lancashire Amateur Shield: Winners ¢ 1981/82
Lancashire Trophy: Winners 6 1994/95
NPL Challenge Cup: Winners 6 1994/95
NPL Presidents Cup: Winners 6 2004/05
FA Cup: 2"d Round 8 1999/00
FA Trophy: 2" Round & 4 times
FA Vase: Semi Final 6 1991/92

LEAGUE HISTORY

Preston & District League: Champions 0 4 times
North West Counties Div 2: Champions 6 1991/92
North West Counties Div 1: Runners-Up 8 1992/93
NPL Division One: Runners-Up 8 1994/95
NPL Premier Division: Champions 8 1995/96

LAST 5 LEAGUE SEASONS:

R I T S A S

2016-17 NPL IN  11/22

2017-18 NPL 1IN 4/22

2018-19 NPL P 16/21
2019-20 NPL P ABAN
2020-21 NPL P ABAN

*2019-20 & 2020-21 Season both curtailed due to COVID -19
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Football in Bamber Bridge can be traced back as

was established in the summer of 1974 when the old Bamber Bridge club amalgamated with

neighbouring outfit Walton -Le-Dal e . The new club played at the

the early years were marked with a high degree of success on the local football scene.

The first sixteen seasons was spent in the Preston & District League Premier Division and many
honours were gained. The first season, 1974 -75, proved a somewhat modest one with a 12th place
finish in the league. An improved showing the following term saw the fledgling club finish 5th in

the table and they won their first piece of silverware, when lifting the Lytham Medal competition.

The Premier Division championship was won for the first time in the 1980 -81 season and was the
first of four title successes. This honour was also achieved in 1985  -86, 1986-87 and for the last time
in 1989-90. The club also finished as Premier Division runners -up three times in 1978 -79, 1982-83
and 1984 -85.

Sustained success in the Preston & District League prompted the club to seek progression and at

the beginning of the 1990 -91 campaign the club joined the North West Counties League. In their
first season, in what was in those days, the fir
in a creditable 4th spot in the Second Division. Twelve months later and the club won its first

honour in the semi -professional game when taking the North West Counties League Second

Division championship and with it promotion to the top flight. The 1992 -93 campaign proved to be

a storming success with a runners -up spot in the First Division which was to see the club promoted

for the second season running with a place in the First Division of the Northern Premier League.

That memorable season the club reached the Semi -Final of the FA Vase, only one step away from
the famous Wembley Stadi um. Then just to top th
Counties League Floodlit Trophy.

During this period floodlights were installed at the Irongate ground and further ground

improvements were made to facilitate promotion to the Northern Premier League. In their first
season in the NPL, the club finished in a creditable 13th place in the First Division and were finalists
in the First Division Cup. In the following term, 1994  -95, the club won promotion for the fourth time
in its history, after finishing runners -up in the First Division.

Also that term, Brig captured the Northern Premier League Challenge Cup when overcoming

those famous cup fighters, Bishop Auckland, by 2 -1 at Bolton Wanderers old ground,  Burnden Park,
before lifting the Lancashire FA Challenge Trophy, with a 2 -1 victory over favourites Morecambe at
Deepdale.

Against all the odds in 1995 -96, their first season in the Premier Division, the club won the Northern
Premier League title beating off late challenges from Hyde United and Boston United, the final

outcome depending on the results on the last day of the season - a history making season for the
club. 60Brigd reached the Lancashire FA Challeng
this time finished as runners -up, losing O -1 against Morecambe; the Final once more being played

at Deepdale.

Bamber Bridge entertained the Czech Republic International team in a friendly game prior to the
Czechd6s opening game against Germany in the Euro
1996. The successful Czech side had used Irongate for some of their preparations for the

tournament in which they eventually finished as finalists.

In 1999-00 the club enjoyed an excellent run in the FA Cup, reaching the Second Round Proper for

the first time in their history before bowing out by a narrow 0 -1 margin at Football League Second
Division side Cambridge United, the result decided on a disputed penalty. The club made it to the
Lancashire FA Challenge Trophy Final for the third time that season but once again finished as
runners-up after going down heavilyby0 -5 against Marine in the Fina




BAMBER BRID OR

After enjoying seven years in the Premier Division, the 2001 -02 season proved a disaster finishing
bottom of the pile, the club experienced relegation for the first time in its history. Restructuring of

the National League System at the start of the 2004  -05 season saw the club regain Premier Division
status after two years in the lower tier.

Time spent back in the higher grade though lasted only twelve months and the club once again
experienced the bitter pill of relegation at the end of the 2004 -05 season, after finishing second

from the bottom of the table. The season however, was not a complete disaster and despite the

|l oss of Premier Division status, the Northern Pr
a 3-2 aggregate win over Witton Albion.

After suffering the defeat at the hands of Ramsbottom United in extra time of the play final, in what
turned out to be the last game to be played at The Irongate Stadium ,as local legend Sir Tom

Finney passed away in February , we kindly obtained permission to rename the ground The Sir

Tom Finney Stadium, it is a name that is world famous in football and we all feel very proud and
humble that Sir Toms family agreed, we also made his son Brian a honoury president of the club.

After the worst possible start to season 2014/2015, when we conceded 7 goals on the 1st match of
the season, the only way from there was UP. With one or two changes in the playing staff, things
got much better with new signings and we then became a force at both home and away. So

much so that apart from a blip in form around Christmas we finished in third place, and after
beating Northwich Victoria in the semi final of the play offs we lost the final for the second season
in a row this time to Darlington 1883.

Season 2015/16 was a indifferent season as regards the league, but an FA Cup campaign that saw

the Brig reach the 4th Qualifying round brought in some well needed revenue. After one of the

wor st Decemberds on record for rain, Brig did we
Stadium due to a collapsed drain and that hard earned revenue in the FA Cup was soon spent on

repairing the pitch.

There was some consolation when the Brig won the prestigious Fair Play Award for the three
divisions, which came with a cheque for £1,000.

2017/18 saw Bamber Bridge promoted to the Premier League was won via the playoff final with a
hard fought 1 -0 win over Prescot Cables. In front of a crowd of 1628 the only goal was scored in
the second half by local boy Chris Marlow, yet again we must wait to see how the new season
plays out.

Former player Jamie Milligan was appointed to th
set about his managerial career trying to put in practice his football philosophy built up over many

years in the professional game. He seemed to galvanize the teams on pitch performances with

only one or two additions to the squad and the future was looking bright. Then covid struck and

the season was ended prematurely.

Following the early termination of the 2020/21 season due to the global Covid Pandemic. The club
now heads in the 2021/22 season with manager Jamie Milligan and assistant John Hills looking to
rebuild the team following 18 months of disruption and little or no competitive football.




BANVIB

JAMIE MILLIGAN [Manager]

Former Everton, Blackpool & Fleetwood midfielder Jamie joined as first team manager after

previously spending a number of seasons at Bamber Bridge as a player and coach. He was part

of the promotion winning side of 2017/18 and also scored the opening goal in the 2 -1 victory over
Grantham Town in the 2017 League cup final. Jamie was appointed as Manager in the Autumn of

2019 and brings a wealth of experience of coaching to the role.

JOHN HILLS [Assistant Manager]

Former Blackpool, Everton, Gillingham & Sheffield Wednesday defender John joined the club as
assistant manager in December 2019. Forced to retire early due to injury, John brings a wealth of
coaching experience, having worked at a number of clubs including Fleetwood Town, Blackpool
and AFC Fylde to name a few.

PAIGE MORRIS [ Physio]

Paige joined the club just prior to the start of the 2020/21 season having previously been with local
rivals Chorley.

DANNY ROCCIA [Goalkeeper] Date of Birth 15 -10-1988.

Signed from Charnock Richard, Danny is a big personality within the team and has a wealth of
experience in the goalkeeper position and will be hoping to establish himself as the clubs
O6Number 16 for the forthcoming season

DANNY FORBES [Midfield/Defender] Date of Birth 13 -01-1995.

Danny is big and powerful and makes his presence felt either in midfield or in the heart of the
defence, Danny signed for Brig from Kendal Town.

MACAULEY WILSON [Defender] Date of Birth 02 -09-1997.

After a successful loan spell with the Brig while on the at Blackpool, Macauley then went on loan

to A.F.C.Fylde, and when released from Blackpool it was thought that he would sign for Fylde , but
they hesitated and Brig snapped him up. Macauley has been unfortunate with injuries and was
side -lined for over 18 months through injury. However, since his recovery has become an integral
part of the team, as well as fans favourite, and has been name as club captain for the 2021/22
campaign.

MATTHEW DUDLEY [Midfield/Striker] Date of Birth 30-09-1993.

Matt signed from Kendal Town, a very clever player who likes to create chances for his team
mates as well as scoring goals himself.

CHRISTOPHER CHURCHMAN [Midfield] Date of Birth 03-06-1995

Chris is in his second spell at the club after a spell at Clitheroe. A combative and intelligent
midfield player, but can also fill a number of other rolls within the team

CALLUM SPOONER [Defender] Date of Birth 15 -02-1998

Signed from Atherton Collieries in November 2018, Callum can play as either an attacking full
back or an assured centre back. Callum is one of the leaders of the team and has previously
captained the team. His previous clubs include Stalybridge Celtic and Bolton Wanderers where he
was a 1st year professional.




SBAMBER BRIDGE SQUAD & A

RYAN WHITE [Midfield/Striker] Date of Birth 09 -11-1998

Graduate of Bolton Wanderersd youth academy, Ry a
He can play either as a winger or up front and is blessed with blistering pace and when playing
wide can take on full backs and provide crosses for team mates to finish.

ISAAC SINCLAIR [Winger/Striker] Date of Birth 26 -07-2001

Joined from Curzon Aston in September 2020 where he had a productive spell, Isaac is a pacey
winger who likes to attack opposing full backs and get to the goal line and put in crosses, he will
be a forwards dream. Previous clubs also include Longridge Town and Isaac has experienced

international football with the England School's U18s side.

JAMAL CRAWFORD [Winger/Striker] Date of Birth 26 -11-1997

Also joined from Curzon Ashton at the start of the 20/21 season, having also spent time with Welsh
club Llandudno, FC United of Manchester, Chester and Hyde United. The pacy player will be
hoping to establish himself as regular starter this season, having had limited opportunities to
showcase his talent last season due to the pandemic.

MATTHEW FLYNN [Defender] Date of Birth 10-05-1989

Joined from National League North Side Curzon Ashton in October 2020, Matty is a powerful
defender with a wealth of experience, having previous played for a number of North West clubs
including Rochdale, Chorley, Southport and Fleetwood Town, having begun his football career
with Macclesfield Town.

With opportunities limited last season due to the pandemic, will be hoping to stake a claim for a
regular starting place during the upcoming campaign.

CAMERON GOURLEY [Defender] Date of Birth 17 -08-2001

Signed from Squires Gate during the summer, Cameron has settled in well to the team. A hard
working player, who can play at either centre back or right back, and is very assured on the ball.

LUKE HIGHAM [Defender/Midfielder] Date of Birth 21  -10-1996

Signed from local rivals Lancaster City in 2020, Luke is a left footed player who predominately
plays at left back or left wing. Started his career at Blackpool, signing his first professional contract
in 2015 and made his first team debut in the Football League Trophy. Has also had a spell playing
in Australia at Moreland City.

MATTHEW THOMSON [Defender] Date of Birth 25-02-2000

Matty initialled joined Brig on loan from National League North side Chester FC in 2019, before
joining on a permanent basis in the summer of 2020. A hard working right back, who loves to get
up and down the pitch, with a key strength being his delivery in to the box.




SBAMBER BRIDGE SQUAD & A

MARK YEATES [Midfielder] Date of Birth 11 -01-1985

A vastly experienced and talented football league player, Mark joined from AFC Fylde in October
2020. Mark began his career with Tottenham Hotspur, spending time on loan at Brighton & Hove
Albion, Swindon Town, Colchester United, Hull City and Leicester City. On leaving Spurs he
returned on a permanent deal to Colchester before spells with Middlesbrough, Sheffield United,
Watford and Bradford City to name a few.

Mark is an assured player on the ball, with a range of passing ability, and also has three under -21
caps for the Republic of Ireland

OSCAR OOBNEIL [ Midfi et08-200Q0 Date of Birth 21

A former Preston North End scholar, Oscar made the permanent move to Irongate in the summer
of 2021 from neighbours Clitheroe, having previously had a loan spell at the club. Has also had a
spell at Lancaster City.

EWAN BANGER [Striker] Date of Birth 15-12-2001

Ewan has joined the Brig on loan from local neighbours Blackpool, having progressed through
their youth system. A powerful striker, with a good touch and hold up play, Ewan made his
Blackpool debut in 2019 in the EFL Trophy and will be hoping to use the loan spell to continue his
development and gain some valuable first team experience.

ROB APTER [Attacking Midfielder] Date of Birth 16 -01-2003

Rob has also joined the Brig on loan from Blackpool. He is a tricky and exciting player, who has
been impressing with his performances in their youth teams, so much so that he was offered a
professional contract in November 2020. Has already made his league debut for Blackpool in a 5
0 win at Wigan Athletic in January 2021, providing an assist. Rob will also be hoping to use the loan
spell to continue his development.

DYLAN BOYLE [Midfielder]

Dylan has joined the club on loan from Fleetwood Town, having signed for their academy in June
2018 from Ridgeway Rovers. The Northern Ireland midfielder has gone on to captain the Under 18
side, as well as appearing for the first team in the EFL Trophy. Has previously had a loan spell at
fellow Northern Premier League side FC United of Manchester.

SHELDON GREEN [Midfielder/Striker]

Signed after a spell playing in the US for the New Orleans Jesters, Sheldon is no stranger to Brig
fans, having previously had a loan spell with the club whilst at AFC Fylde. Now a permanent
member of the squad, Sheldon will be hoping to nail down a regular spot in the starting 11 this
season, and demonstrate the natural talent and ability he has.




proudly supports
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In your community



https://twitter.com/pitchingin_

Stadium Development
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www.fwpgroup.co.uk
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